
JF Bullhorn ~ Winter 2010 ~ page 1  

On Your Calendar  
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Thanks to the support of  

Junior Farmersõ Association of OntarioJunior Farmersõ Association of Ontario  

By Graham Johnston 
Sing Swing Chair 
 
Talented JF members showed off their sing-
ing, dancing and domestic skills at the annual 
Sing Swing competition, hosted by Peel Junior 
Farmers on November 20, 2009. 
 
Bringing their 95th year to an unofficial end, 
Peel Junior Farmers welcomed over 130 
members from 16 different clubs to show off 
their best in events ranging from singing to 
dancing, baking to photography, speaking to 
acting, and even building Christmas objects 
out of marshmallows. Members also came 
prepared to enter the video and quilting cate-
gories, which were new additions this year. 
 
Of course, there were also those willing to 
ǘŀƪŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ƳȅǎǘŜǊȅ ŜǾŜƴǘ - Pump-
kin Bungee! This competition was discovered 
by Sing Swing Chair Graham Johnston while 
on exchange in Queensland, Australia. In 
Chinchilla, at the Melon Festival, they have 
two teams comprised of two people who are 

tied up across from each other. To win, they 
have to be the first team standing up holding 
their watermelons while on a wet and slip-
pery tarp. Because watermelons are hard to 
find in Canada during November, pumpkins 
were used instead. 
 
After all of the fun and games of the day, a 
fantastic dinner was enjoyed by all, compli-
ƳŜƴǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ WC!hΩǎ ƻǳǘπ
going exchange delegates from 2009, show-

(Continued on page 6) 

Junior Farmers Sing, Dance and Play... 

with Pumpkins?  
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This month we are remembering one of our founding mem-
bers, George Atkins. Then from Halton, George was among 
the 48 men and women who came to Queenôs Park in April 
1944 to debate the merits of forming a provincial organization 
ð and in fact he seconded the motion to create JFAO. He 
took many of the skills and networks Iôm sure he developed 
while in Junior Farmers and later created Farm Radio Interna-
tional ï a service to assist farmers in developing countries. I 
had the privilege of meeting and learning of George Atkinsô 
role during the 2008 International Plowing Match and I know 
his presence will be missed. A memorial service is being held 
January 23

rd
 in Sauble Beach at the Zion-Amabel United 

Church at 2 p.m. 
 
Upcoming on our calendar is of course our March Annual 
Conference; this year look to ñFace Your Fearsò as the com-
mittee prepares an interesting program of speakers and ac-
tivities. Iôm told George Atkins was a fixture at conference for 
many years, broadcasting his Saturday Farm report live for 
the CBC ï and on that particular weekend, always featuring 
current JF activities. Indeed, we have lost a great supporter ï 
and one we can all thank for helping to build the organization 
that has been such a large part of our youth.  
 
January brings a new year and of course Membership Month. 
By now many clubs will have hosted their new members 
meetings. After three years of growth we hope to maintain 
current membership levels this year as we work to strengthen 
our existing clubs and ensure we continue to be active in the 
community. Not that long ago I was talking to a former mem-
ber who was surprised that a local club hadnôt been calling to 
invite out her children now that they are reaching that magic 
age of 15. I encourage every club to reach out to all members 
of the community to build our membership ï whether itôs 
through the children of our alumni, advertising in schools, or 
simply spreading the news of what you do in your area. Every 
community betterment project is an opportunity to get to-
gether with past and future friends, have fun and accomplish 
something. 
 

Around Membership Month we also get the question: what do 
I get for my membership fee? There are so many answers; 
besides the provincial and international networking opportuni-
ties, reduced fees to attend our training workshops and con-
ferences (and dances!), recognition of being part of a provin-
cial organization with a well-known history, or more boring but 
also important things like insurance protection. For some, the 
answers may include finding that special someone, develop-
ing the skills to secure a job, or the ability to run an organized 
meeting and provide leadership to other organizations.  Pay-
ing for a membership gives back in many ways ï even if itôs 
just the chance to try something new ï and we should cele-
brate that we get to have fun at the same time. I invite all of 
our alumni who are interested in sharing stories of what you 
gained being a Junior Farmer to send them to me at       
president@jfao.on.ca or by writing to the office. We always 
appreciate hearing from you. 
 
Speaking of our upcoming March Conference, this is the time 
of year when we encourage all our members and supporters 
to consider coming to our Annual Banquet. Mark Saturday 
March 27

th
 on your calendar for the Ramada Inn in Belleville 

and contact the JF office to reserve your tickets. 
 
Finally, if youôre looking for something more for your member-
ship, why not consider getting more involved at the provincial 
level? Our various committees provide opportunities for every 
member ï and since we are a member-driven organization ï 
they are the means to make sure Junior Farmers runs the 
activities that interest you. Annual elections for the JFAO ex-
ecutive are also coming up in March, and we need members 
who are excited to be involved. Consider run-
ning for the position that interests you, and 
help shape the years to come. 
 
-James McMillan, JFAO President 2009-10 
 
ñEnjoy the little things in life, for one day you may 
look back and realize they were the big things.ò 
- Antonio Smith 

Serving agriculture, the basic industry, this was George Atkins  
Presidentôs Message                                                                     

      

2010 
United Kingdom * Ireland * Germany * Switzerland * Austria * PEI  

Interested in applying for an exchange?             

See the website for more info or e -mail               

Angie Giles at cip@jfao.on.ca  

Deadline March 1  

Thank you to our Donors! 

Your support assists with continuing our leadership and exchange 
programs in the coming year. The faith you demonstrate in the next 

generation is much appreciated. 

Please contact us if you do not receive your charitable tax receipt by 
late February, and keep us up to date with your alumni news. 

Consider donating an item for our             

Annual Banquet Silent Auction! 

March 27, Ramada Inn Belleville, 6 pm 

Proceeds support the JFAO 2010 Charity 

mailto:president@jfao.on.ca
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Can you identify these  

Junior Farmer Alumni?  

Please contact archives@jfao.on.ca 

Provincial Presidents and Secretary-Treasurers got together for a group 
photo after the Banquet at the JFAO 65th anniversary celebrations in 
Orangeville on August 15. Front Row:  (kneeling)  Tom Callaghan, 1980;  
Edna (Strong) Richardson,  1961;  Bart Johnson,  1978 Middle Row:  
(seated)  Jim Needham, 1959;  David Barrie,  1957;  Kay (Homan) Sum-
mers,  1958;  Ross Beattie,  1948;  Gordon Orr,  1944;  Myrtle (Stewart) 
McCutcheon,  1955;  Russell McAllister,  1956 Back Row:  (standing)  
Carm Hamilton, S/T;  Art Bennett,  S/T;  Diane (Martin) Burkhart,  S/T;  
John Elliott, 1964;  Gordon Murray,  1963;  Jack Morris,  1966;  Murray 
Pearson,  1973;  Bill Galbraith,  1962;  Carolyn (Wren) Doris,  1996;  
Bruce Saunders,  1976;  Keith Emiry,  1994;  Jim Phalen,  1979;  Susie 
Hilts-Stanley,  1988;  Brad Found,  2008;  Meredith Brophy,  1982;  Daryl 
Brodhaecker,  1992;  Paul Nairn,  1991;  Bruce Horsley,  1970;  James 
McMillan,  2009;  Cecelia McMorrow,  2007;  Rod Stork,  S/T 

JFAO Celebrates 65 Years       

Memories from Reunion Dinner & Dance ñ August 15, 2009              

²ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀƴ ŀƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŎŀƪŜΚ  
Provincial Presidents  Gordon Orr (York) ς 1944,  
James McMillan (Haldimand) ς 2009, &  Ross Beattie 
(South Simcoe) ς 1948,  cut the special 65th  anniver-
sary cake. 

Past President Bruce Horsley and his wife Anne, 
ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ŀ ά{ǳƴŘŀȅ .ǊǳƴŎƘέ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ŦƻǊπ
mer Junior Farmers at their near-by farm home, 
the morning after the celebration.  Bill Thirlwall 
(Middlesex), Bruce Horsley, (Dufferin),  Bill 
Galbraith (Middlesex) and Jack Morris (Essex)  
are catching up on old times in Junior Farmers. 

¢ƘŜ ǘǿƻ ΨǎŜƴƛƻǊΩ tŀǎǘ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ -  Gordon 
Orr, from York County,  the founding Presi-
dent in 1944,  and Ross Beattie, from South 
Simcoe County, President in 1948  -  en-
joyed reminiscing about the incredible his-
tory they have been a part of with the Jun-
ƛƻǊ CŀǊƳŜǊǎΩ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ hƴǘŀǊƛƻ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ 
past 65 years.  What a privilege it was to 
have these men with us at the celebration! 

Over 300 alumni and members came out to celebrate JFAO's 65th birthday in August, 2009. A number of guests 
took in the opportunity to golf nearby in support of Junior Farmers earlier in the day.  We were fortunate to have 
so many alumni share their memories of their Junior Farmer days -  stories that we can all relate to even if the 
best parts can never be shared aloud! 

Monica Alyea led 
the singing of the 
Junior Farmer 
Grace at the start 
of the Banquet.  
Monica, from 
Prince Edward 
County, and a for-
mer Editor of the 
Junior Farmer / 4-H 
Enthusiast, wrote 
this grace at Junior 
Farmer Camp in the 
ŜŀǊƭȅ ΨтлΩǎΦ  

Thank-you to Carm Hamilton for compiling 
these pictures and information. 
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Young Farmer Opportunities are òDriving to Successó 

Excerpt By Don McGugan 
2009 OYFF Coordinator 

ΨDriving to Success,Ω ǘƘŜ нллф hƴǘŀǊƛƻ 
¸ƻǳƴƎ CŀǊƳŜǊǎΩ CƻǊǳƳ όh¸CCύ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƘǳƎŜ 
success as over 70 participants from across 
Ontario converged on the Doubletree by 
Hilton Hotel in Toronto, November 22-23. 
 

This forum was hosted and planned by the 
WǳƴƛƻǊ CŀǊƳŜǊǎΩ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ hƴǘŀǊƛƻ 
(JFAO), the Ontario Federation of Agricul-
ture (OFA) and the Canadian Young Farm-
ŜǊǎΩ CƻǊǳƳ ό/¸CCύΦ ¢ƘŜ h¸CC ǎŜŜƪǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻπ
vide an educational and leader-
ship development opportunity for young 
and future farmers of Ontario, providing 
participants with a unique opportunity to 
meet, network and learn with other young 
people age 18-пл ƛƴ hƴǘŀǊƛƻΩǎ ƘƻǊǘƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ 
and agricultural industry.   
 

Betty Hansen, President of Crossroads 
Planning Group Inc. from Mossley, On-
ǘŀǊƛƻΣ ƪŜȅƴƻǘŜŘ {ǳƴŘŀȅΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ 
presentation called Succession for the Suc-
cessor. She challenged the forum partici-
pants to think strategically about their 
career and that it is their responsibility to 
take charge of their life and their goals 
when considering taking over a farm. A 
certified financial planner and chartered 
accountant, Hansen has spoken to many 
farm groups and organizations on succes-
sion planning. 

CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ IŀƴǎŜƴΩǎ ǎŜƳƛƴŀǊΣ ŀ ǇŀƴŜƭ Řƛǎπ
cussion was held  where delegates could 
question various professionals on Issues to 
Consider in Farm Succession Planning. Til-
bury based lawyer and farmer, Paul Currie, 
talked about the importance of realizing 
this is a business ς not just a way of life, 
and you need to treat farming like a busi-
ness. Jeff Sawyer, chartered accountant 
from Lambton County and farmer, spoke 
about his personal experience with succes-
sion planning when sudden events created 
challenges beyond his control and what 
steps he took to ensure a successful suc-
cession. Amanda Hammell, a Senior Agri-
cultural Commercial Lender and dairy 
farmer, discussed what financial institu-
tions look for and need when a succession 
plan is started. 
 

Monday morning, OFA Director and On-
tario-Quebec Representative to the CYFF 
Joe Dickenson made a presentation on the 
Young Farmer Report which the OFA com-
missioned earlier this year. Dickenson 
highlighted why the report was created, 
what the report defined a new farmer to 
be and what will occur with this report 
going forward. He challenged all of the 
delegates to participate in the future of 
the agriculture sector and take advantage 
of agricultural leadership opportunities 
now instead of letting farmers looking 
towards retirement continue to be the 

only speakers for the agricultural industry. 
!ƳŀƴŘŀ IŀƳƳŜƭƭ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ 5ƛŎƪŜƴǎƻƴΩǎ 
presentation with a seminar on the Cana-
dian Association of Farm Advisors (CAFA).  
This organization is nationally recognized 
for professional farm advisors and re-
quires its members maintain high stan-
dards while continually increasing farm 
advisory skills and knowledge to provide 
measurable value to their farm clients.  
 

aƻƴŘŀȅΩǎ ƪŜȅƴƻǘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ōȅ .Ŝǘǘȅ 
Hansen focused on communication, not 
only during the succession planning proc-
ess, but communicating at any time with 
other members of a family business. To 
help forum delegates better manage com-
munication and family relationships, Han-
sen went through the three circle model 
where family businesses is defined within 
three entities: the company itself, the 
family attached to it and the owners. Han-
sen highlighted the interdependence of 
the three circles and the advantages and 
disadvantages of each person or people 
within the circle. 
 

The second keynote speaker, Maurizio 
Agostino, made a high spirited and infor-
mation-packed presentation on commod-
ity marketing. Delegates were provided 
information on ways of managing price 
risk, the difference between options and 
futures and what basis is and how it 
moves.  Agostino encouraged delegates to 
act like hedgers, not speculators, to use 
tools like technical analysis to assist them 
in pricing decisions and emphasized the 

Apply for a Youth in Agriculture Bursary ñ Get forms at www.jfao.on.ca ñ Deadline March 1  
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1-800-668-3276    www.ofa.on.ca   info@ofa.on.ca  

necessity of having a marketing plan.  
The final panel was about Programs Avail-
able for Farm Transitions. Amanda Ham-
mell spoke about her experience with such 
programs. Peter Coughler from the On-
tario Ministry of Agriculture Food and Ru-
ral Affairs gave an overview of the 
άDǊƻǿƛƴƎ CƻǊǿŀǊŘέ {ǳƛǘŜ ƻŦ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎ 
which can be used for any farm in transi-
tion. Farm Credit Canada representative 
Trish Botter discussed products they have 
available for farms  transitioning to new 
ownership, followed by Brian Smith, Char-
tered Accountant from Allied Associates, 
who explained his previous experience 
with various government programs de-
signed to assist farms in transition. 
 

¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŦƻǊǳƳ ǿŀǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ƛƴ 
part by support from Agriculture and Agri-
Food Canada through the Agricultural Ad-
aptation Council's CanAdvance Program, 
as well as the CYFF and the Canadian Farm 
Business Management Council.   
 

²ƘƛƭŜ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ 
rated by participants, the chance to net-
work with their peers continues to be the 
most valuable benefit delegates mention 
ƛƴ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŦƻǊǳƳ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ 
ǳǇ ƻƴ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘǎ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜƴ ƳƻǊŜ 
focus on succession planning. The com-
ments and ideas delegates have provided 
for next year prove how pleased this 
ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ 

too many young people have been left lost 
as they try to find the resources, knowl-
edge and connections with each other to 
create stable farm businesses ς a chal-
ƭŜƴƎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ нлмл hƴǘŀǊƛƻ ¸ƻǳƴƎ CŀǊƳŜǊǎΩ 
Forum to continue building upon. 
 
For full story please go  
to www.jfao.on.ca 

In Memoriam 
 

Annie Judd, age 79. Survived by 
husband Ron of  Simcoe, three chil-
dren and ten grandchildren, Annie 

grew up near Guelph and was once 
a regular feature at the piano for 
Junior Farmer socials. Annie and 

Ron met at JF Leadership Camp at 
Lake Couchiching. 

http://www.ofa.on.ca/
mailto:info@ofa.on.ca
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casing the fun and experiences they had 
during their exchanges. 
 
Once all the points were added up, Wel-
lington County took home the winning title 
with 3,995 points, followed by York County 
as runner up with 3,315. A close placing 
for 3rd and 4th was between Dufferin and 
the University of Guelph, with Dufferin 
edging out the University of Guelph with 
2,647 points to 2,545. 
 
Another new event included this year was 
Movember. A dozen members of JFAO 
began growing a moustache in October 
2009 after Autumn Profile and continued 
for a month leading up to Sing Swing.  
 
Competitions such as this event have been 
occurring across the country as a fun way 
to raise funds and awareness for Prostrate 
Cancer in Canada. Although there were 

some who simply looked hilarious, there 
were several competitors who had great 
ideas in moustache styles.  
 
Acknowledgment must be given to one 
participant who was very dedicated to the 
competition and cause; Matt McDougal of 
Wellington County raised over $200 for 
prostate cancer awareness! 
 

Congratulations to all those who com-
peted in the 2009 Sing Swing competition 
and thank you for coming out to help cele-
ōǊŀǘŜ tŜŜƭ WǳƴƛƻǊ CŀǊƳŜǊǎΩ фр ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ǇŀǊπ
ticipating in an amazing organization. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Sing Swing 2010 Results 
 
Square Dancing 
1st ς University of Guelph 
2nd ς Wentworth 
3rd ς Wellington 
 

Square Dance Caller 
1st ς Liz Bryan,  Dufferin 
2nd ς Amy Winters, Wellington 
3rd ς Robin Callaghan, Kawartha 
 

Jive 
1st ς Amanda Staples & Greg 
Johnson, Kawartha 
2nd ς Wellington 
3rd ς York 
 

Waltz 
1st ς Andrew & Eleanor Emmott, 
 Haldimand-Norfolk 
2nd ς Durham East 
3rd ς York 
 

Two-Step 
1st ς Cecelia McMorrow &  
 Allan Francis, Kawartha 
2nd ς York 
3rd ς Durham East 
 

Line Dancing 
1st ς Jess Nibourg, Amy Winter,                  
        Megan Winter; Wellington 
2nd ς University of Guelph 
3rd ς Kawartha 
 
 

 
Alternative Dance 
1st ς April English, Kawartha 
2nd ς University of Guelph 
3rd ς Wellington 
 

Vocal Group 
1st ς Wentworth 
2nd ς Peterborough 
3rd ς University of Guelph #1 
 

Vocal Duet 
1st ς Marcie Schiestel &  
         Sarah Campbell, Middlesex 
2nd ς Wentworth-York 
3rd ς Durham East 
 

Male Solo 
1st ς Carl Prentice, Kawartha 
2nd ς Haldimand-Norfolk 
3rd ς Dufferin 
 

Female Solo 
1st ς Kristen Domonkos,  
 Wentworth 
2nd ς York 
3rd ς Middlesex 
 

Instrumental Solo 
1st ς Eric Hodgins, Dufferin 
2nd ς Wellington 
3rd ς Wellington 
 

Public Speaking 
1st ς Camille Black,  
 Peterborough 
2nd ς University of Guelph 
3rd ς Niagara 


