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Purpose & Principles  
JFAO provides opportunities for young people of all backgrounds, 
but especially those in rural Ontario, to take on the challenge of 
exploring their individual talents and potential to develop person-
ally while being involved in improving their communities, net-
working, and having fun. 
 

Members are guided by the motto "Self Help and Community Bet-
terment" and the mission "To Build Future Rural Leaders Through 
Self Help and Community Betterment" as they conduct positive 
social and educational activities which satisfy their personal needs 
and interests while conducting service projects which support the 
needs of their community.  
 
 

Programs and opportunities provided by JFAO and its affiliated 
clubs help to develop in members a sense of social and environ-
mental responsibility, the ability to provide effective leadership, 
and an awareness of good citizenship within the community and 
world around them. 
 

JFAO serves as the means through which the mission and princi-
ples may be developed and maintained throughout Ontario. 
 

JFAO provides co-ordination and leadership to clubs and provides 
opportunities to network through a variety of inter-club competi-
tions, activities, and exchanges.  JFAO gives future leaders a voice 
in related organizations and the chance to become leaders of today 
and tomorrow while maintaining a connection with our roots. 

Any group of individuals may show their desire to become affili-

ated with JFAO by paying membership fees for each member (age 

15-29 as of the first of January) and presenting a list of officers to 

JFAO.  

 

Clubs must conduct a continuing program of activity throughout 

the year to meet the following minimum requirements: 

a) Submit a current club photo, labeled with membersô names and 

executive positions to be used for archiving purposes. 

b) complete at least one (1) community betterment project. 

c) complete at least two (2) of: 

i) a joint JF/Youth activity 

ii) a conservation project, or 

iii) an agricultural education activity, 

d) have at least one (1) event reported on by television, radio or 

print media. 

e) submit a minimum of five (5) photos of club activities 

f) (Optional) Submit one article (newspaper clipping, photo, or 

facts) related to the history of JF in the area 

g) have a meeting or part of a meeting on: 

 i) the structure and purpose of JFAO 

 ii) effective meeting procedures. 

h) submit a copy of the official minutes for 

two (2) club meetings. 

 

(see www.jfao.on.ca for updates, forms   

& more information) 
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Presidentõs Message 
 ñYou gain strength, courage, and confidence by every 
experience in which you really stop to look fear in the face... The 
danger lies in refusing to face the fear, in not daring to come to 
grips with it... You must make yourself succeed every time. You 
must do the thing you think you cannot do.ò (Eleanor Roosevelt) 
 ñFace Your Fearsò was the theme for JFAO in 2010. I 
commend our grassroots members for taking charge and stepping 
up within their clubs and at the provincial level. It never ceases to 
amaze me how strong a group can be when working together for a 
common goal. Over the past year I have seen members, both old 
and new, facing their fears by taking the next step in their JF ca-
reers. 
 Speaking of facing fears ï I faced a big one this year. 
How would I be able to take on the role of President while going to 
Chiropractic College? How could I give 100% to both? At March 
Conference in Belleville when I was nominated, it was an easy 
choice ï I love Junior Farmers! I have always thought of what it 
would be like to join the ranks of those who have come before me 
and kept JFAO on track through the good times and the bad. It has 
been a challenge balancing Junior Farmers and professional school, 
but here I am! I made it through the year and I wouldnôt change a 
thing! 
 Over the past year I have had the opportunity to meet so 
many new people and shared such wonderful experiences with 
fellow members. While it is hard to pick one single highlight from 
the year, I would have to say for me it was the trip to Chicago for 
GROWMARKôs AGM. It was an incredible opportunity to net-
work with young leaders from other organizations, both in Ontario 
as well as the United States, and to learn how they operate. 
 JFAO continues to grow with new clubs popping up in 
Elgin, Brant, and Dundas. Once again, the clubs of the year pre-
sented at March Conference in 2010 were newer clubs - Huron and 

York. The future of Junior Farmers is bright with such eager new 
members taking the initiative to exemplify the JFAO slogan ï 
Building Leaders. Building Communities.  
 We have been working closely with 4-H throughout the 
year on two new initiatives that will get to see the light of day in 
2011, so please stay tuned while these opportunities continue to 
develop. 
 Over the past year we have maintained our financial sta-
bility while continuing to grow stronger through the generous do-
nations from our alumni, members, and of course all of the busi-
nesses and organizations who see the incredible value in Junior 
Farmers. This year the Endowment Fund has seen new growth by 
providing our alumni with the opportunity to give directly to it ï 
allowing the fund to grow even faster, as it was intended. I thank 
you all for your continued support. 
 I have thoroughly enjoyed my time as the 67th President 
of JFAO and am eager to take on the role of Past President ï con-
tinuing to help develop leadership among my peers. When I began 
my JF career in 2004, I knew I wanted to become a stronger leader, 
but had no idea I would be elected as President of the organization. 
It has been an honour to serve the organization, doing my part on 
the team to keep us heading into the future. 
 I would like to take this opportunity to 
pose a final challenge to everyone out there ï in the 
name of Junior Farmers, get out and get busy! 
 
Shannon Kelly 
2010-11 JFAO President 
 

"Inaction breeds doubt and fear. Action breeds confidence and 
courage. If you want to conquer fear, do not sit home and think 

about it. Go out and get busy."  (Dale Carnegie) 

Number of Clubs in Ontario:   
27 

 

Brant, Bruce, Dufferin, Dundas, Durham East, Durham West, Elgin,   

Essex-Kent, Haldimand-Norfolk, Halton, Huron, Kawartha, Lanark,  

Middlesex, Niagara, North Simcoe, Northumberland,  

Nottawasaga, Oxford, Peel, Peterborough, Prince Edward,  

Rocklyn, University of Guelph, Wellington,  Wentworth, York 
 

New Clubs in 2010:   
Brant, Dundas, Elgin 

 

Membership Change in 2010:   
-4.5% 

 

47%  Female / 53% Male 
 

Club of the Year (awarded MC 2010) 
 York 

 

Agricultural Club of the Year (awarded MC 2010)   
Huron 

 

JFAO members raised over $41,000 for charity in 2010   

while volunteering over 3000 club hours in their communities 

Membership Statistics  
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Board of Directors  

JFAO Executive  

JFAO 2010-2011 Board of Directors 
 

Back (L-R): Brad Ward, Oxford/Alumni Rep; Darin Nooren, Elgin; Matt English, Kawartha; Marie Heffernan, Peterborough;  

Maureen Crump, Middlesex; Cathleen Verhallen, Essex-Kent; Samantha Klaver, Huron;   

Shannon MacEwen, Peel; Mark Vaarkamp, Haldimand-Norfolk 

Middle (L-R):  Angie Giles, Exec. Dir. of Community & International Programs; Derek Lambie, North Simcoe; Becky Bouwmeester, 

Wentworth; Jessica Burgess, Bruce; Jessica Nibourg, Wellington; Kyle Keating, Exec. Dir. of Fund Development (April-Oct)  

Front (L-R): Justin Williams, Exec. Dir. of Membership; Gillian Richardson, Exec. Dir. of Marketing; Shannon Kelly, President;  

James McMillan, Past-President; Emilie Akkermans, Exec. Dir. of Finance 

Absent: Colton Oughtred, Brant; Elizabeth Bryan, Dufferin; Christian Winiger, Dundas; Somer Marontate, Durham East;  

 Kristy Brooks, Durham West; Sarah McLaren, Exec. Dir. of Fund Development (Nov-March); Dan Breckon, Halton;  

 Michelle Guerard, Lanark; Glenn Dorland, Northumberland; Ty Jelinski, Nottawasaga; Emile Pollarolo-Wierstra, Prince Edward;  

Brad Comfort, Niagara; James Rouse, Rocklyn; Sara Jibb, U. of Guelph; Claire Bunnik, York; Carmen Farrell, Alumni Rep (April-Oct) 

JFAO 2010-2011 

Provincial Executive 

 
Back (L-R): 

Justin Williams, Exec. Director of Membership;  

Angie Giles, Exec. Dir. of Community & International Programs; 

Gillian Richardson, Exec. Director of Marketing;  

Emilie Akkermans, Exec. Director of Finance;  

Kyle Keating, Exec. Director of Fund Development (Apr-Oct) 

Inset: Sarah McLaren, Exec. Dir. of Fund Development (Nov-Mar)  

 

Front:  

James McMillan, Past President; Shannon Kelly, President 
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Building Leaders ñ 

JF Clubs in Action!  

ñBuilding Communities  
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Winter Games  
Team Building Sports & Fun For All  

 

 Winter Games 2010 was held February 5th and 6th in Mid-

dlesex County with twenty clubs in attendance.  

 Friday night there was free Bingo at the Ramada Inn. Ro-

man Roduner was the caller and entertained the crowd with his in-

teresting outfit, including the squirting flower. There were approxi-

mately 30 JF members who played bingo on the Friday night and 

the winners walked away with many prizes. The Middlesex Junior 

Farmers would like to thank the Glencoe Ag Society for providing 

the bingo supplies.  

 S a t u r d a y 

morning, the curling 

teams met in Glencoe 

for a good day of 

curling. Seven teams 

participated with 

Kawartha winning 

the event.  

 The majority 

of the games were 

held at the Strathroy District Collegiate Institute / Holy Cross 

Catholic Secondary School (a joint facility) gyms in Strathroy. The 

teams were kept busy with all five gyms going with non-stop sports. 

 The morning started with two gyms of basketball, two 

gyms of volleyball, and one gym with three courts of badminton. 

The first round of basketball and volleyball was used to separate all 

teams into an A pool and a B pool, and from there, playoffs were 

run to determine the winners of each pool. Badminton was run in a 

simple playoff format with 16 teams each for menôs and womenôs 

badminton.   

 Early in the afternoon, as the gyms began to open up, a first 

time sport for winter games, dodge ball, started in a simple playoff 

format. 

 

 

 As the teams finished up at the high 

school and from curling, they made their way 

over to Strathroy Lanes for some bowling. All 

ten lanes were kept busy in the facility for the 

afternoon, with the majority participating.  The 

teams were competing for the highest team 

average. Peel was crowned as the winner with 

an average of 134.  

 After all the busy activities of the day, 

everyone headed 

back to the Ramada 

Inn in London, where 

they relaxed, enjoyed 

a meal, and got ready 

to load on the buses 

to go to the Delaware 

Community Centre 

for the dance. The 

plan was to use two 

buses, but because of the great turnout, the buses had to make a sec-

ond trip to get the remaining people.  

 At the dance, JF members were treated to something a little 

different than usual. The Middlesex club had a local band perform. 

The Middlesex 4-H board of directors assisted with running the 

night in exchange for a portion of proceeds going towards 4-H. Be-

fore the night ended and the buses returned, everyone enjoyed beef- 

on-a-bun.  

 Overall, Middlesex JF would like to thank everyone for 

their support in attendance and spirit. Congratulations to all the win-

ners, and everyone who participated. Winter Games 2010 was a 

huge success and Middlesex looks forward to hosting again in the 

future. 

Kurt Smith  

Middlesex JF President 

  First Second 

Basketball A Pool Essex-Kent Wentworth 

Basketball B Pool Lanark Brant 

Volleyball A Pool Lanark Wentworth 

Volleyball B Pool North Simcoe/U. of Guelph Middlesex 

Womenôs Badminton University of Guelph York 

Menôs Badminton Essex-Kent Peterborough 

Dodge Ball Essex-Kent Kawartha 

Overall Winner ð Essex-Kent 

2010 Competitive Events Committee 
 

James McMillan, Past-President, Wentworth;  

Rachel Haney, Huron; Marie Heffernan, Peterborough;  

Franke Hosper, Huron; Sam Klaver, Huron; Julia Smith, Wentworth 
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March Conference 2010  
 Finding themselves in Belleville, Ontario, 85 delegates 

met for this yearôs annual conference and banquet March 26-28, 

2010. Delegates arrived with enthusiasm to conquer the confer-

ence theme: ñFace Your Fears.ò All the speakers, break out ses-

sions and conference programs were designed to help JF members 

face their fears in numerous types of situations. 

 The weekend kicked off with the traditional year-in-

review slide show and the annual general meeting on Friday. 

Grassroots members, executive  and organization representatives 

participated in discussions, policy changes, resolutions and voting 

sessions during the afternoon-long meeting. Grassroots members 

from across the province, representing multiple clubs, had the op-

portunity to speak-out on JF issues and offer ideas and suggestions 

for future happenings. Executive and organization representatives 

had the chance to let the grassroots members know and understand 

the different levels of JFAO and what it has to offer. It was their 

time to show everyone what they have been up to and to find out 

how well things have gone throughout the previous year.  

 After dinner, delegates had time to get ready for the Fri-

day night dance. To sup-

port the ñFace Your Fearsò 

weekend, the dance had a 

Halloween theme. Every-

one arrived at the dance in 

full force with their cos-

tumes to enjoy a night of 

music and dance. Once 

everyone had arrived, con-

ference coordinators 

handed out prizes for dif-

ferent costumes, such as  

most original, funniest 

costume, cutest costume 

and best dressed group. 

 Saturday started 

off with a full breakfast to help get people going for a long, fun- 

filled day of activities. Rosita Hall, a guest speaker from a com-

pany that she owns and operates called ñMotivated Minds,ò started 

the morning off. Within seconds she had people laughing with her 

unusual opening of wearing a mask to face her audience. At a new 

job, her boss added public speaking to her job role. Hall was so 

afraid to speak to a group of people that she avoided work on 

those days. Eventually she had no option but to face her fears and 

speak. Her knees were shaking so badly that she thought that 

speaking to that group would be the last thing she would ever do, 

but in fact she 

turned out to be 

a  t e r r i f i c 

speaker! Hall 

gave JF mem-

bers tips to face 

their own fears, 

whether they be 

public speaking 

or snakes! 

 After a 

short break, 

delegates were 

split into three different groups to begin 

their breakout sessions. Group one 

headed into a meeting room to meet 

Catherine Bell, who had presented at a 

previous JF conference where she was 

received very well. She was invited to 

return to help members face their fears 

on first impressions and possible rejec-

tions. She provided many suggestions 

and ideas on how people should present 

themselves in different atmospheres and opportunities. She sug-

gested ways to dress, shake hands, greet people and learn how to 

leave a lasting impression. All of her ideas can be used in per-

sonal, social and career situations. 

  Group two went into the next room where they met Carol 

Hennessy. Hennessy joined us from a Toast Masters group that 

speaks at numerous functions across the province. She invited 

delegates to face their fear of public speaking. She brought mem-

bers up to the front of the room to speak about something im-

promptu-style. Hennessy 

brought lots of great 

knowledge with her to 

share with JF members and 

to help them all improve 

on their public speaking 

skills. 

 The final group 

started the breakout ses-

sion round with Stan Chis-

holm. Chisholm was 

brought in to show JF 

members how to physi-

cally defend themselves. 

Many people have a fear of 

standing up for themselves 

and Chisholm was able to show attendees simple maneuvers of 

defense. He would invite a member up to the front to assist him 

with acting out a regular situation that people could find them-

selves in. Then he demonstrated how easily that situation could go 

wrong and  the easiest and safest way to protect and remove one-

self from any further danger. Chisholm did not promote violence, 

just a simple personal protection plan for people to use to keep 

themselves from harm. JFerôs really enjoyed the simplicity of 

some moves that would allow them to get out of scary situations. 

 Following lunch, Ian 

Tyson was introduced to the 

group as a professional motiva-

tional speaker who aims to show 

everyone the hero inside them-

selves. Tysonôs motto encour-

ages people to face their fear of 

being themselves throughout 

their life and the experiences 

they run into along the way. He 

spoke to everyone of childhood 

memories and reminded us all of 

things from the past. He brought 

tears to peopleôs eyes from 

2010 MC Delegates 
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laughing so hard and by touching 

their hearts with an inspiring 

quote: ñPain is inevitable, but 

misery is optional.ò Tyson was 

very open, telling people that 

they canôt avoid pain in their 

lives, but that they can learn to 

deal with it and learning from it 

will help define their happiness 

in life. He encouraged members 

to take those tough situations, put 

a positive spin on them and 

thrive on it! 

 Following the breakout 

sessions, delegates met in the 

large meeting room to greet all of 

the presenters for the three chari-

ties applying to our organization. Each year, the conference com-

mittee chooses three finalists to give a presentation at conference 

with the hopes of being chosen as the charity that JFAO supports 

the following year. The three finalists that presented at this yearôs 

conference were Farm Radio Interna-

tional, Ontario Agri-Food Education Inc. 

and the Ontario Dairy Youth Trust 

Fund.  

 Saturday evening was spent 

celebrating the Junior Farmersô Associa-

tion of Ontario with the annual banquet 

and dance.  Past-Presidents, sponsors 

and supporting organizations were in-

vited to the Presidentôs Reception that 

was held just prior to the annual ban-

quet. Current and new executive wel-

comed their guests and entertained each other with trips down 

memory lane and comparisons of the old and current ways of the 

organization.  

 Executives and guests were piped into the annual banquet 

room to begin the eveningôs festivities. Each was introduced and 

recognized for their support and involvement in JFAO. Inductions 

and awards 

were pre-

sented directly 

following the 

meal. York JF 

walked away 

with the Club 

of the Year 

title for the 

second year in 

a row, while 

the Huron club 

was honored 

with Agricul-

tural Club of the Year. Outstanding members for 2009 were Aaron 

Whyte (Novice), Kurtis Smith, and Brad Found (Retiring). Angie 

Giles created the award-winning scrapbook about her exchange 

trip to PEI in 2009. Exchange Bursaries were awarded to Julia 

Smith and Kim McCaw. The charity that was awarded JF support 

for the 2010 year was Ontario Agri-Food Education Inc. Congratu-

lations to all award winners on a job well done! 

 Sunday morning everyone was 

bright-eyed after breakfast and ready to 

enjoy the final speaker of the weekend. 

Ryan Gates came from Caledonia to 

entertain with his amazing abilities to do 

magic! Gates made people laugh, squirm 

and drop their jaws with his array of 

different tricks and everyone really en-

joyed the entertainment value of his 

show. Gates commented that our group 

was also very entertaining for him to 

work with, especially after such a long 

weekend of events.  

 To conclude the weekend, everyone gathered to watch a 

slideshow of pictures from  the weekend. Our photographer, Angie 

Campbell, definitely found some interesting shots to share with 

everyone! It was fantastic to catch so many memories for all dele-

gates to enjoy and to help remember the fun-filled weekend. 

 Thank you so much to everyone who attended March 

Conference 2010 to ñFace Your Fears!ò  

 

Heidi Danen, 

March Conference Coordinator 

March 26 -28, 2010 ñ Belleville  

Retiring Directors 
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Leadership Camp  

 Leadership Camp 2010: another 

exciting annual JFAO event that took place 

on the weekend of June 11-13th and is open 

to all JF and Senior 4-H members.  This 

year, Leadership Camp was held north of 

Goderich, located on the shores of Lake 

Huron in western Ontario.  The beautiful 

Camp Kintail had shoreline property, com-

fortable cabins to reside in, a large main 

lodge for dining and activities, as well as 

acres of outdoor space for team challenges, 

leadership training, and much more!  

 ñYouôve Gotta Kick a Littleò was 

the theme of camp this year, encouraging 

delegates to kick back and learn some lead-

ership skills, in order to learn how to kick-

start our clubs!   

 Leadership Camp participants 

trickled in Friday evening after travelling 

from across the province.  After everyone 

arrived and (bright orange!) t-shirts were 

handed out, all participants toured the 

grounds, found their cabins, played some 

ice-breaking games, and settled down 

around a bonfire to enjoy roasted marsh-

mallows and smores.  

 Saturday morning began in the 

dining hall.  Following breakfast, the day 

started with awesome teamwork chal-

lenges.  Everyone was split up into three 

large groups and rotated to various stations 

around the camp property.  Each station 

run by the LC Committee required mem-

bers to use leadership skills to work as a 

group to complete a task.  Games such as 

Bullrings, Helium Stick, and Water Works 

were played.  One station in particular had 

members using large pool noodles to build 

shapes.  For this, people were blindfolded 

during the majority of the activity.  Indi-

viduals had to work as a team to create flat 

and 3-D shapes.  Groups had to include all 

membersô ideas, delegate tasks, and organ-

ize the group to keep safety a priority.  

Communication is key when doing activi-

ties like this and it was clearly important to 

have one person talking at a time.   

 After group debriefing, a small 

break, and a great lunch, the attendees 

moved on to rock climbing, kickboxing, 

Because Youôve Gotta Kick a Little! 

Provincial Charity  

 Thanks 

to the efforts of 

JF members 

from across the 

province and 

supporters at the 

2009 March 

Conference and 

65th Reunion 

Silent Auctions, JFAO was able to present 

the 2009-10 provincial charity, Daytrip-

pers, with a cheque for $5411.10.  

 Daytrippers was founded in To-

ronto in 1999 by a group of young profes-

sionals and students wanting to give back 

to the community. Daytrippers is a non-

profit children's charity managed entirely 

through volunteers who believe children 

deserve the right to learn about the world 

outside their classroom.  

 Funds are raised for school trips 

to recognized educational and cultural in-

stitutions for children in grades 1 to 8 from 

lower-income and far-reaching areas. 

Through Daytrippers, inner city children 

have attended events such as the Royal 

Agricultural Winter Fair, while children 

from rural communities have visited their 

first museum. Children with special needs 

have felt accepted by their classmates by 

accompanying them on school trips for the 

first time. 

 Since 1999, Daytrippers has 

raised over $860,000 and sent approxi-

mately 70,000 children on unique educa-

tional trips. Daytrippers supports students 

primarily from school boards across On-

tario, but also has expanded to Quebec, 

Nova Scotia, British Columbia, PEI and 

Alberta. 

 Ontario Agri-Food Education was 

selected as the JFAO Provincial Charity 

for 2010, and is being presented with the 

results of this past year`s efforts at March 

Conference 2011.  

                         Emilie Akkermans      

 Executive Director of Finance  

Daytrippers Childrenôs Charity 
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low ropes and other balancing activities.  

Nadine VandenHeuvel, from NV Fitness 

Conditioning, was invited to the camp to 

teach various kickboxing moves, making 

everyone work up a sweat!  Also, the camp 

staff spent time with each group doing ac-

tivities that required 

extreme cooperation 

from group members.  

With considerable con-

centration and friendly 

competition, all activi-

ties were well liked by 

the JF and 4-H mem-

bers who attended 

camp.   

 To conclude 

the day of group chal-

lenges, everyone bene-

fited from free time, where individuals 

were able to spend time getting to know 

one another in an unorganized fashion 

down at the beach, as well as better ac-

quaint themselves 

with the 2010 in-

ternational dele-

gates visiting Can-

ada for the spring 

and summer.  At 

the beach the LC 

delegates and camp 

staff were able to 

canoe, kayak, 

swim, lay on the 

beach, and simply 

relax together, 

which is important for team cohesion.   

 There sure was a lot of kickinô of 

boots on Saturday evening during the Lead-

ership Camp dance!  Members joined to-

gether in the main lodge to enjoy friendly 

conversation, share line dancing steps, learn 

how to square dance, and take part in two 

steppinô around the dance floor.  Well into 

the night people continued to dance, play 

cards, and learn new moves! 

 Sunday morning came too fast.  

After a last breakfast at Camp Kintail, eve-

ryone sat in the main lodge, coffee and tea 

in hand, anxiously 

awaiting to hear 

guest  speaker 

Lorna Wilson from 

OAFE.  Ontario 

Agri-Food Educa-

tion is the provin-

cial charity for 

2010.  Lorna ex-

plained OAFE to 

members who were 

unaware of the or-

ganization, then 

continued to educate us on leadership.  She 

put together a fine PowerPoint presentation 

and included interaction and discussion 

throughout the hour.   

 With a few 

more concluding group 

challenges and a fantas-

tic lunch prepared using 

all local produce, JFAO 

L e a d e r s h i p 

Camp weekend 

came to an end.  

Tired members 

packed their 

bags, tidied 

their cabins, 

and said final 

goodbyes - until the next eventé   

 All in all, Leadership 

Camp was a success!  It helped 

individuals to expand on leadership 

and team building skills that they will 

continue to use in Junior Farmers, 4-H, and 

outside of these organizations, in whatever 

comes across their path!  A big thank you 

goes out to the Committee for another great 

Leadership Camp.      

 

Claire Bunnik  

Leadership Camp Committee  

 

Committee: Julia Smith, Wentworth; Claire 

Bunnik, York; Rachel Haney, Huron 

Leadership Camp  

Winter Gamesï February 4-5, GoderichðHuron 

Annual Conferenceï March 25-27, London 

PD & Club Exec Trainingï May 7-8, Little Britain 

International Delegates Arriveï May 28 

Leadership Campï June 17-19, Camp Cairn, Baysville 

Charity Golf Tournamentï August 5, Guelph Lakes 

Ambassadorsô Reunionï August 5, Rockwood 

Autumn Profileï October 22, MarkhamðYork 

Ontario Young Farmersô Forumï Nov. 20-21, Toronto 

Sing Swingï Nov. 25-26, CliffordðWellington 

2011 Look -ahead 

2010 Leadership Camp Delegates 

http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?op=1&view=global&subj=502276286&pid=5763545&id=503371806
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?op=1&view=global&subj=510725175&pid=4691740&id=509866575
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International Delegates  
 This summer JFAO welcomed 

seven visitors to Ontario from Austria, Eng-

land, Germany, Northern Ireland, Scotland, 

Switzerland and Wales.  

 English delegate Helen Jones 

came from a family beef and lamb farm and 

has been an active member at the club and 

county level of Young Farmers for the past 

seven years. Currently she is a receptionist 

and wedding coordinator and is also con-

tinuing her studies in event management. 

Helen was excited to see Niagara Falls.  

 ñI had an amazing time in Can-

ada,ò she says. ñI never thought I would get 

so much out of the trip so quickly. I have 

met some amazing people and have done so 

many amazing things!ò 

 Mary Phillips of Wales farms with 

her family on their sheep farm. She has 

been a member of the Sennybridge Young 

Farmers Club for twelve years. She has 

participated in competitions and held posi-

tions at the club, county and national levels. 

She too looked forward to visiting Niagara 

Falls and the CN Tower.  

 ñI have seen so many things and 

met lots of new friends,ò she said. ñAn ex-

cellent opportunity to see real country life 

and people. Itôs an unforgettable experience 

and I would recommend it to anyone.ò  

 Renate Tiefengraber from Austria 

is studying economics and business admini-

stration. Renate is a member of the Styria 

Landjugend club. Sports, nature, econom-

ics, agriculture and sociology all interest 

Renate, who was eager to see Niagara Falls, 

the CN Tower and learn more about Cana-

dian agriculture. 

 Merle Krebs of Germany is a land-

scape gardener. She is a six-year member of 

Landjugend. While her exchange was 

shorter than the rest of this yearôs visitors, 

she enjoyed seeing the Canadian landscape, 

Niagara Falls and hockey.  

 Ruth Thomson (Scotland) is an 

architecture student currently, but grew up 

on a farm and has participated in a wide 

variety of Young Farmers Club competi-

tions, including speaking, judging and bak-

ing. Ruth enjoys horses and agriculture. She 

came to Canada looking to experience the 

diversity of landscapes, lifestyles and archi-

tecture.  

 ñThe trip was  amazing. Staying 

with host families allowed us to get a 

proper insight into the Canadian lifestyle, 

that you wouldnôt get by staying in hotels,ò 

she said. 

 Ruth Marshall  of Northern Ireland 

is completing her final year of study in oc-

cupational therapy. Her father farms 60 

acres of potatoes, barley and vegetables. 

Ruth is a four year member of the 

Moneyrea Young Farmers Club. She enjoys 

socializing, baking and doing crafts, and 

was particularly excited to experience Can-

adaôs cultural heritage.  

 Susanne Egloff 

(Switzerland) is a com-

mercial all-rounder in 

an office and hopes to 

study business admini-

stration. She grew up in 

a rural area and has 

worked on a farm. Su-

sanne was also looking forward to seeing 

the Canadian landscape, different types of 

farming operations, and Niagara Falls.  

ñIt was awesome. We did so many things in 

the first few weeks. I canôt find words for 

that. The Canadian people are so nice and 

friendly.ò  

 Perhaps Susanne summarized the 

exchange program best by saying, ñThis is 

a great experience for everybody.ò  The 

international visitors are not the only ones 

rewarded by the experience.  Without leav-

ing their homes, JFAO members have 

gained new lifelong friends, a place to stay 

across the pond, and also enjoyed great 

laughs and memories.  

Outgoing exchange applications are available each winter to members who have been 

in JFAO for at least one year, with selection taking place at March Conference.  Visit 

www.jfao.on.ca for more on how you can travel to the United Kingdom, Europe,  

New Zealand, or Australia or host an international delegate this summer!! 

Early Summer Delegates: 

L-R: Susanne Egloff, Switzerland; Helen 

Jones, England;  Ruth Thomson, Scotland; 

Merle Krebs, Germany; Mary Phillips, Wales 

Fall Delegates  
 

 
 

JFAO welcomed Eleri James & Tracy Ev-

ans of Wales for two weeks in November.   

Their trip was timed to include visits to the 

Royal Agricultural Winter Fair and Sing 

Swing as well as host-guided trips to Niag-

ara Falls and Medieval Times. 



13Programs & Events  

Autumn Profile  
Junior Farmers Have a 

Blast 

  In Peterborough County  
  

 Autumn Profile 2010 was hosted 

by Peterborough County JF on October 22nd 

& 23rd. The weekend kicked off with a Hal-

loween-themed dance on the Friday night. 

This included many interesting and colour-

ful costumes such as a Duracell battery and 

two jailbirds.   

 The main event on Saturday took 

place at the 

Peterborough 

E x h i b i t i o n 

Grounds. Au-

tumn Profile  

was well at-

tended with 24 

teams regis-

tered and close 

to 100 very 

enthusiastic JF 

members taking 

part!   

  

 Participants rotated through 12 

stations.  The stations included a timed ob-

stacle course, pumpkin carving, dairy and 

beef cattle judging, nail drive, mini-

excavator skills competition, horse and 

sheep judging, mystery event, agriculture 

quiz, identification quiz, tug of war and a 

blindfolded bale-stacking competition!   

 In the pumpkin carving event  there 

were many impressive creations.  Two 

teams carved a pumpkin at the same time 

and the two pumpkins were then judged 

against each other for overall creativity and 

skill. This resulted in 12 out of the 24 teams 

winning the event and the 12 teams received 

15 points each.   

 The blindfolded bale stacking 

event was fun to watch and resulted in many 

laughs as the participants tried to complete 

this difficult job of stacking bales of straw 

by learning to work together while blind-

folded!   

 The obstacle course was just as 

much fun to watch as teams tried very hard 

to beat their opposing teamôs best time 

through. This brought about some people 

falling down and getting stuck in the obsta-

cle course itself.  The mini-excavator com-

petition also was popular as members 

watched their teammates try to snag items 

and move them safely without dropping 

anything. In 

the livestock 

judging  com-

petition there 

was a lot of 

var iety as 

there were 

dairy cattle, 

beef cattle, 

horses, and 

sheep to judge.   

 Team 

Kawartha (#5) 

won the event collecting 276 points!  Team 

Wellington (#15)  came in second with 259 

points and team Kawartha (#6) came in 

third with 253 points.   

 The weekend wrapped up with a 

dance at the Douro Community Centre 

where team Kawartha was awarded  the 

trophy and all three top teams received 

prizes.  Peterborough JF would like to thank 

all the clubs for supporting Autumn Profile 

with a great turnout of members and for 

bringing so much enthusiasm to the event 

making Autumn Profile 2010 a memorable 

one!  
Ambrose Doris 

Autumn Profile Committee  

Peterborough JF 

Most Enthusiastic Team: 

Huron (#3)  

Winners from individual events: 

Mini Excavator Obstacle - Wellington (#14) 

Agriculture Quiz - Kawartha (#6) & Wellington (#16)  

Nail Drive - Kawartha (#5) & Northumberland (#13) 

Identification Quiz - Wellington (#15) 

Crop Judging - York (#20) 

Livestock Judging - Huron (#4) 

Mystery Event - Oxford (#9) 

Blind Bale Stack - multiple ties 

Pumpkin Carving - multiple ties 

Tug of War - multiple ties 

Obstacle Course - multiple ties  

Results 
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Sing Swing  

Square Dancing 
1st ï University of Guelph 
2nd ï Kawartha 
3rd ï Wellington 

 

Square Dance Caller 
1st ï Jessica Burgess, Bruce 
2nd ï Amy Hennessy, Wellington 
3rd ï Albert Carroll, Kawartha 
 

Jive 
1st ï Greg Johnson, York &  
 Amanda Staples, Kawartha 
2nd ï Krista McAvoy, Kawartha & 
 Graham Johnston, Peel 
3rd ï Ryan Winch & Kate Johnson, York 

Waltz 
1st ï Adam Devisser, Carmen Farrell, Bruce   
2nd ï Lindsay Irwin & Ryan Winch, York 
3rd ï Jen & Theo vanderMeulen, Wellington 
 

Two-Step 
1st ï Megan & Matt McDougall, Wellington 
2nd ï Sarah Hohnstein & John Stanko,  
 Wentworth 
3rd ï April English & Alan Francis,  
 Kawartha 
 

Line Dancing 
1st ï York 
2nd ï Wellington 
3rd ï Guelph 

Polka 
1st ï Sarah Harrigan, Oxford &  
 Thomas Judd, Haldimand-Norfolk 
2nd ï Jen & Theo vanderMeulen, Wellington 
3rd ï  Dave Littlejohn, Brant &  
 Olivia Groenewegen, Dufferin 
 

Alternative Dance 
1st ï Carol Morton, Durham East 
2nd ï April English, Kawartha 
3rd ï Meghan & Emma Somerville, York 
3rd ï Ben Boogerman, Wellington 
 

Vocal Group óA Cappelaô 
1st ï York 
2nd ï Wentworth 

Junior Farmers Sing, Dance and Play... 
 Over 150 JF members travelled 

across the province to showcase their musi-

cal, dance, 

d o m e s t i c , 

artistic, and 

c u l t u r a l 

skills at Sing 

S w i n g , 

which was 

hosted by 

Wentwor th 

JF on No-

vember 21, 

2010.  

 Tra-

ditional Sing Swing competitions such as 

square dancing, vocal performances, pho-

tography and baking were held this year, as 

well as a few new competitions and some 

revived from the past.  These included solo 

whistling, impromptu speaking, animal 

impersonation, best strawberry jam, floral 

arrangement and a spelling bee. 

 It was difficult to follow the mys-

tery event that was held at last yearôs Sing 

Swing in Peel: Pumpkin Bungeeing from 

Australia.  Wentworth added their flair by 

organizing a relay race for the event.  Com-

petitors were 

in teams of 

two and the 

first person 

had to first 

p u t  o n 

w o menôs 

p a n t y h o s e 

over their 

pants.  The 

second per-

son was 

tagged and 

had to unfreeze a frozen shirt enough to put 

it on over their head.  The teams wheelbar-

row-raced to the finish line.  This event 

proved that JF members are a talented and 

resourceful bunch! 

 Two special guests were wel-

comed to the weekendôs festivities.  Eleri 

James and Tracy Evans from Wales spent 

two weeks in Ontario while 

being hosted by JF families.  

These ladies had a magnifi-

cent time competing in some 

of the events and cheering 

their newly found friends on. 

 After the dayôs 

events, participants enjoyed a 

banquet.  Event winners 

showcased their talents to the 

whole crowd, and Eleri and 

Tracy were able to tell us of 

some of their experiences in 

Canada.  Kim McCaw, who 

partook in a JFAO exchange 

to Northern Ireland in the summer, also did 

a slideshow presentation. 

 York JF took home the trophy that 

e v e n i n g 

for club 

with the 

m o s t 

p o i n t s .  

Runner up 

went to 

Kawartha, 

fo l lowed 

by Wel-

l i n g t o n .  

Congratu-

lations to 

all com-

petitors! 

 Thank you to community donors, 

alumni and other volunteers for giving their 

time and expertise, and to all of the Wen-

tworth JF members who helped to organize 

and run the dayôs events.  It was a learning 

experience for us all! 

Julia Smith 

Sing Swing Chair 

Wentworth JF 

York JF wins Sing Swing 2010 
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Sing Swing 2010 Results  
3rd ï Kawartha 
 

Vocal Duet 
1st ï Amanda Staples & Albert Carroll, 
 Kawartha 
2nd ï Claire Bunnik & Meghan Somerville, 
 York 
3rd ï Rachel Haney & David Haney, Huron 
 

Male Solo 
1st ï Eric Hodgins, Dufferin 
2nd ï Greg Johnson, York 
3rd ï Brent Devries, Haldimand-Norfolk 
 

Female Solo 
1st ï Kristen Domonkos, Wentworth 
2nd ï Marcie Schiestel, Middlesex 
3rd ï Adrienne Robson, Peterborough 
 

Instrumental Solo 
1st ï Graydon Bowman, Durham East 
2nd ï Jill Dann, Wellington 
3rd ï Eric Hodgins, Dufferin 
 

Solo Whistling 
1st ï Adrienne Robson, Peterborough 
2nd ï James McMillan, Wentworth 
3rd ï Greg Johnson, York 
 

Impromptu Speaking 
1st ï Ryan Winch, York 
2nd ï Johanna Burrows, Wentworth 
3rd ï Ben Boogerman, Wellington 
 

Spelling Bee 
1st ï Olivia Groenewegen, Dufferin 
2nd ï Nicolas Arts, Huron 
3rd ï Matt English, Kawartha 
 

Animal Impersonation 
1st ï Angie Giles, Lanark 
2nd ï Theo vanderMeulen, Wellington 
3rd ï Alana McEachern, Dufferin 
 

Air Band 
1st ï Kawartha 
2nd ï York 
3rd ï Haldimand-Norfolk 
 

Gong Show 
1st ï Kawartha 
2nd ï Oxford 
3rd ï Wellington 
 

Euchre 
1st ï Olivia Groenewegen & James Bryan, 
 Dufferin 
2nd ï Peterborough #2  
3rd ï Scott Boese & James Buchner, Oxford 
3rd ï Amy Hennessy & Ryan Schill, 
 Wellington 
 

Teddy Bear Tour 
1st ï Angie Giles, Lanark 
2nd ï Alana McEachern, Dufferin 
3rd ï Claire Bunnik, York 
 
 

Best Dressed Teddy Bear 
1st ï Claire Bunnik, York 
2nd ï Angie Giles, Lanark 
3rd ï Amy Lindsay, Haldimand-Norfolk 
 

Article of Sewn Clothing 
1st ï Krista McAvoy, Kawartha 
2nd ï Ursina Studhalter, Huron 
3rd ï Amanda Staples, Kawartha 
 

Quilting 
1st ï Angie Giles, Lanark 
2nd ï Nick Bartlett, Haldimand-Norfolk 
3rd ï Meghan Kortis, York 
 

Knitted/Crocheted Item 
1st ï Shannon Kelly, Bruce 
2nd ï Angie Giles, Lanark 
3rd ï Emma Somerville, York 
 

Drawing 
1st ï Carolyn Innes, University of Guelph 
2nd ï Megan McDougall, Wellington 
3rd ï Claire Bunnik, York 

 

Painting 
1st ï Carolyn Innes, University of Guelph 
2nd ï Megan McDougall, Wellington 
3rd ï Amy Lindsay, Haldimand-Norfolk 
 

Computer Art 
1st ï Claire Johnston, Peel 
2nd ï Claire Bunnik, York 
3rd ï April English, Kawartha 
 

Homemade Card 
1st ï Krista McAvoy, Kawartha 
2nd ï Hilde Raven, Dufferin 
3rd ï Amy Hennessy, Wellington 
 

Photo-Agriculture 
1st ï Angie Giles, Lanark 
2nd ï Jessica Burgess, Bruce 
3rd ï Claire Johnston, Peel 
 

Photo-Candid Animal 
1st ï Amanda Staples, Kawartha 
2nd ï Claire Johnston, Peel 
3rd ï Claire Bunnik, York 
 

Photo-Representation of a Song 
1st ï Claire Bunnik, York 
2nd ï Romy Schill, Wellington 
3rd ï Jen vanderMeulen, Wellington 

Photo-Black & White 
1st ï Colin MacFarlane,  Peterborough 
2nd ï Claire Johnston, Peel 
3rd ï Jacquelyn Denham, Huron 
 

Photo-JF in Community 
1st ï Claire Bunnik, York 
2nd ï Claire Bunnik, York 
3rd ï Jacquelyn Denham, Huron 
 

Poetry 
1st ï Sarah Harrington, Oxford 
2nd ï Claire Bunnik, York 
3rd ï Claire Bunnik, York 
 

Pie 
1st ï Alana McEachern, Dufferin 
2nd ï Rachel Haney, Huron 
3rd ï Kristina Singer, Wellington 
 

Squares 
1st ï James MacDonald, Bruce 
2nd ï Rachel Haney, Huron 
3rd ï Claire Johnston, Peel 
 

Cookies 
1st ï Sara Simmons, York 
2nd ï Claire Johnston, Peel 
3rd ï Lindsay Irwin, York 
 

Decorated Cake 
1st ï Amanda Staples, Kawartha 
2nd ï Crystal Bartlett, Haldimand-Norfolk 
3rd ï Sarah Hohnstein & Jillian Currie, 
 Wentworth 
 

Dessert 
1st ï Meghan Somerville, York 
2nd ï Angie Giles, Lanark 
3rd ï Romy Schill, Wellington 
 

Strawberry Jam 
1st ï Philip English, Kawartha 
2nd ï Rachel Haney, Huron 
3rd ï Hilde Raven, Dufferin 
 

Floral Arrangement 
1st ï Romy Schill, Wellington 
2nd ï Krista McAvoy, Kawartha 
3rd ï Claire Bunnik, York 
 

Lego Building 
1st ï Derek Lambie, North Simcoe &  
 Neil Ferguson, Peterborough 
2nd ï Brian & Rob Sterling, Essex-Kent 
3rd ï Greg Johnson & Greg Jones, York 
 

Mystery Event 
1st ï Wentworth 
2nd ï Peterborough 
3rd ï Oxford 
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Ontario Young Farmersõ Forum 

 On November 21, 2010, young 

farmers from across Ontario joined to-

gether in Toronto for the Ontario Young 

Farmersô Forum.    With the theme ñWe 

Are the Futureò guiding the proceedings of 

the next two days,  the speakers, round 

table discussions, networking, laughter and 

fun made the annual event another re-

sounding success. 

 The conference kicked off with an 

inspiring presentation by University of 

Guelph researcher and professor Dr. Vern 

Osborne.  As a leader in the development 

of on-farm technologies, Dr. Osborne set 

the stage for the young farmers, encourag-

ing them to make the decisions and 

changes necessary to be successful in their 

farm operations. 

 Next on the agenda was a panel 

discussion on using technology to make 

profitable business decisions, led by two 

presenters from Pioneer Hi-Bred, the lead-

ing sponsor of the event.  Darcy Rafoss, 

Marketing Manager for End Use and Ser-

vice, joined the group from Wynyard, Sas-

katchewan.  Rafoss presented to the group 

about the products and services that Pio-

neer Hi-Bred has to 

help farmers make 

better business deci-

sions.  Raffosô col-

league, Jeff Steiner 

from Reesor Seed 

and Grain, spoke to 

the group about how 

he uses technology 

and social media to 

reach out to farmers 

ï including twitter 

and a blog called 

ñScouting Fields.ò  

Rounding out the 

panel was Dave 

Petheram from El-

mira Farm Service, 

who showed the evo-

lution of GPS tech-

nology and how it 

has impacted farmers 

and farm businesses. 

 Y o u n g 

farmer delegates 

then had the oppor-

tunity to have their 

voices heard.  In 

round table discussions, the delegates 

brainstormed and presented their ideas 

about the future of the agriculture industry.   

It was then time for a little fun!  The group 

headed out to the Lonestar Texas Grill for 

some networking and socializing.   

 OYFF reconvened Monday morn-

ing for the keynote presentation from Dr. 

Ron Hanson, whose presentation ñMulti-

generational Farmingò addressed the keys 

to success when families live, work, and 

farm together.    Special thanks to 

Farm Credit Canada for sponsor-

ing Dr. Hansonôs address.   

 Following lunch, the 

young farmer delegates then 

joined OFA delegates in their an-

nual convention.  Representing the 

OYFF were Rebecca Hannam, a 

University of Guelph student, 

Robert Boyer from On Communi-

cations, and Andrew Campbell 

from Farms.com, who made a 

presentation, moderated by Lillian 

Schaer,  to the OFA convention 

about social media.   

 OYFF delegates got the 

opportunity to take part in the OFA con-

vention agenda, including debate on reso-

lutions, election of the President, and an-

other address by Dr. Ron Hanson.  They 

also enjoyed an invaluable opportunity to 

network with OFA leaders. The event 

wrapped up with the annual Harvest Cele-

bration, ñOntario Flavours the World.ò   

 Special thanks to the Ontario Fed-

eration of Agriculture and the Canadian 

Young Farmers Forum for co-presenting 

with JFAO another successful OYFF, and 

to sponsors Pioneer Hi-Bred, Farm Credit 

Canada, and the Ontario Soil and Crop 

Improvement Association.   Also, a big 

thank you to Jessica Nibourg, Joe Dicken-

son and Marcie Schiestel for their partici-

pation in the OYFF committee.   

Mary Feldskov 

2010 OYFF Coordinator 

 

Committee:  Joe Dickenson, Lambton;  

Jessica Nibourg, Wellington;   

Marcie Schiestel, Middlesex; Ty Jelinski, 

Nottawasaga; Bill Donkers, University of 

Guelph 

2010 OYFF Delegates 

ñWe are the futureò 


