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Purpose & Principles

JFAO provides opportunities for young people of all backfiliated clubs help to develop in members a sense of social and
grounds, but especially those in rural Ontario, to take on the chalvironmental responsibility, the ability to provide effective leader-
lenge of exploring their individual talents and potential to develghip, and an awareness of good citizenship within the community
personally while being involved in improving their communities,and world around them.

networking, and having fun. JFAO serves as the means through which the mission and
Members are guided by the mott®elf Help and Commu-principles may be developed and maintained throughout Ontario.
nity Bettermenitand the missionTo Build Future Rural Leaders JFAOQ provides cardination and leadership to clubs and

Through Self Help and Community Bettermiestthey conduct  provides opportunities to network through a variety of holab

positive social and educational activities which satisfy their per-competitions, activities, and exchanges. JFAO gives future leaders

sonal needs and interests while conducting service projects whighoice in related organizations and the chance to become leaders

support the needs of their community. of today and tomorrow while maintaining a connection with our
Programs and opportunities provided by JFAO and its roots.

JFAO Mission Statement:

To Build Future Rural Leaders through SelHelp & Community Betterment

Affiliation Requirements

Any group of individuals may show their desire to become af- iif) an agricultural education activity,
filiated with JFAO by paying membership fees for each member) have at least one (1) event reported on by television, radio or
(age 1529 by the first of January) and presenting a list of officerprint media.

to JFAO. e) submit a minimum of five (5) photos of club activities

Clubs must conduct a continuing program of activity f) (Optional) Submit one article (newspaper clipping, photo,
throughout the year to meet the following minimum re- or facts) about a past club in their area
quirements: g) have a meeting or part of a meeting on:
a) Submit a current <club ot o, | a b d)lthe structutie tind punpesmaf dFAG 6
names and executive positions to be used for archiving i) effective meeting procedures.
purposes. h) submit a copy of the official minutes for two (2) club
b) complete at least one (1) community betterment projec: meetings.
¢) complete at least two (2) of:

i) a joint JF/Youth activity (see www.jfao.on.ca for updates, forms & more information)

i) a conservation project, or
3



Presi dent s Mes

fiCatch the Olympic Spist was what | and eRinally,ywooldlike taotHank the hardworking members of
you strived to achieve over the past year, thanks to the positive that-executive who made the wheels go round. Your steadfast and
look launched by the team behind March Conference 2008. unfaltering dedication to this organization showed through in every-
thing that you did both as an individual in your specific portfolio but
In fact, a number of new areas of the province have caugab when we all worked as a group to make this organization that
the Junior Farmer spirit and several clubs have been born or relouch better.
| hope to see this continue over the nextyearn d i ndeed wedve
already registered two more new clubs. It has been a surreal honour to have served as the 65
President of JFAO. When | joined back in 1997 it was not some-
Like last year, it was another year of firsts. We completahling | thought | would ever do. | encourage each and every one of
our first year in our new office space at the AgriCentre. | would lil@u to take advantage of every opportunity available, and also to
to especially thank the staff and members of OFA who have openakie your own opportunities. Anything is possible if we just put
their business lives to us and allowed Junior Farmersto be apastofr mi nds (and hands t o it I
it. We thank you. Another first we achieved over the past year ismy term as President and look forward
that it is the first time in recent memory that our membership hasontinuing on as Past President with n
increased for three consecutive years. challenges, a new team of executive, a
a new board of directors. Get involved
Over the past year the financial stability of JFAO has alsdth Junior Farmers, it will be the best
become stronger through the generous donations from our alunthing you ever did!
our members, and of course all of the businesses and organizations
who see the same vision of Junior Farmers as | do. | thank you all Brad Found
for your continued support of JF. It means that this organization 200809 JFAO Presiden
will be around for many years to come to help build the next genera-
tion of rural leaders.

2008 Clubs

\ Brant, Bruce, Dufferin, Durham East, Durham West,
A EssexKent, HaldimaneNorfolk, Halton, Kawartha, Lambton,
/‘\ . Lanark, Middlesex, Niagara, North Grey, North Simcoe,
v i ‘J-] Oxford, Peel, Perth, Peterborough, Prince Edward, Rocklyn,
| ‘ South Simcoe, Southeast Grey, University of Guelph,
' Wellington, Wentworth, York

Number of Clubs in Ontario
27

New Clubs in 2008
Dufferin, Middlesex, Niagara,
Prince Edward, Wellington, York

Membership Change in 2008
+17%

48% Female/ 52%Male

Club of the Year (awarded MC 2008)
Rocklynd Grey

Agricultural Club of the Year (awarded MC 2008)

*'Active JF Areas 2008 Essexken

4 JFAO

e )



JFAQO Executive

JFAO 20082009
Provincial Executive

Back (L-R):
Kimberly Callaghan, Exec. Dir. of Finance;
Gillian Richardson, Exec. Dir. of Membership (Mat&hgust);
James McMillan, Exec. Director of Marketing; Heather McLeoc
Exec. Dir. of Community & International Programs;
Lauren Buchanan, Exec. Director of Fund Development.

Front:
Cecelia McMorrow, Past President; Brad Found, President;

Absent:
Claire Daly, Exec. Dir. of Membership (Augtigtarch)

JFAO 20082009 Board of Directors

Back (L-R): Steven Black, Brant; Jon Bouwmeester, Wentworth; Michael Doris, Peterborough; Brent Devries, Wellington;
Graham Johnston, Peel; Michael Bruce, Kawartha; lan Phillips, Durham East; Cathleen VerhalleKgBgsex
Middle (L-R): Shannon Kelly, Bruce; Marcie Schiestel, Middlesex; Claire Daly, U. of Guelph; Angie Giles, Lanark; Eric Hogervorst,
Lambton; Mark Vaarkamp, Haldimasdorfolk; Ty Jelinski, North Simcoe; James McMillan, Exec. Dir. of Marketing;
Gillian Richardson, Exec. Dir. of Membership.
Front (L-R): Lauren Buchanan, Exec. Dir. of Fund Development; Cecelia McMorrowHrastdent; Brad Found, President;
Heather McLeod, Exec. Dir. Of Community & International Programs; Kimberly Callaghan, Exec. Dir. of Finance.
Absent:Elizabeth Bryan, Dufferin; Krista McAvoy, Durham West; Crista Carmichael, Grey; Paul Brownridge, Halton;
Brad Comfort, Niagara; Rob McKinlay, Oxford; Mike Ready, Perth; Justin Williams, Prince Edward; Ben Van Dorp, South Simcoe;
Mike Anderson, York.

JFAO 5
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Winter Games

Successful Provincial Games in
Haldimand/Norfolk

More than 100 JF members from up to six hours away contown to dust off their rollerblad
verged on Simcoe for the annual JFAO Provincial Games on Fefprd experiment with some goo
ruary 8 & 9, 2008. With
nine games of basket-
ball, fourteen games of
volleyball, many bad-
minton matches, a full
day of curling, and

bowling in Delhi to boot, Eight clubs successfully met the
JF membershadanac-¢c hal | en ge of

Volleyball

Basketball

9, but they were still left with plenty of energy to dance the night
away at the Simcoe Rec Centre.

Activities got off to a strong start Friday evening, as mem-
bers and a few friends arrived i

old-fashioned roller skating at t
Aud. While there were a few
falls and collisions, everyone
seemed to have a good time
while socializing and participat-
ing in the Games mystery even

creating a flag, t

. |tiveSaturdayFebruary j t anyway?0 wi t kertbeieg telovedall winr o m
. ner.
2008 Winners A dusting of snow in the wee hours of Saturday morning
helped HaldimandNorfolk confirm its reputation in the rest of the
Overall

1st place
2nd place
3rd place

1st place
2nd place
3rd place

Women's Badminton 1st place

Men's Badminton

Mixed Curling

Menos

Bowling

Cur

2nd place
3rd place

1st place
2nd place
3rd place

1st place
2nd place
3rd place

Il ing
2nd place
3rd place

1st place
2nd place
3rd place

Durham East & Kawartha (tie)

Lanark
Oxford
Kawartha

Eskent
Lanark
Wentworth

Kawartha
Middlesex
Lanark

EsEent
Oxford
Peterborough

Durham East
Kawartha
Peel

Kawartha
Peel

Peel
Wellington
Durham East

1st

province, with many remembering the huge April snowfall a few
years ago when the club hosted its last provincial event. But a little
snow didndét stop Lanark, the cl
the first to arrive for the gym events at Holy Trinity Catholic High
School. Dressed in matching black hoodies, the defending champi-
ons seemed ready for anything, and they proved a formidable chal-
|l enge, placing in the top three
badminton.
Special thanks goes out to volunteers who as referees and

judges made the weekend possible, and to the sponsors who gener-

ously donated door prizes: Norf
say Home Hardware, Millersdéd Can
Fuels, Country 95.3, CD 9-Buf9, B

Rassaun Steel, and Gingerbread creations were among the many thg
made this event memorable. Boston Pizza, The Barrel, Swiss Cha-
l et , and Wendyds were also kind
JF membership card holders for the weekend.
Overall winners announced by Gamesctairs Angela
Bartlett and Stephanie Bradshaw at the Saturday evening dance were
the Durham East and Kawartha clubs in a tie.
Crystal Bartlett
HaldimandNorfolk JF

e
10N

2008 Competitive Events Committee

Kimberly Callaghan, Exec. Dir. Of Finance, Kawartha;
Cathleen Verhallen, Essésent; Mike Doris, Peterborough;
Clair Daly, University of Guelph; Brad Found, President

Programs & Events 7
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March 28 -30, 2008 n Cobourg
2

Impromptu Speaking

McMorrow Family
Quick & Healthy Meals
Pinning the Past President

March Conference 2008 set the tone for the year as new members ¢
the JF Olympic Spirit'across the province, forming more new clubs th
JFAO has seen in several years. Coordinator Don McGugan and co
tee undertook their mission by using the focus of creating a conferen
they would wish to atterdd and it worked. With sessions on imprompt
speaking, quick and healthy meals for young people on the run, sq
dancing, a tv star from Corner Gas and a-li&lCanadian Olympic med4s
winner, it became easy to believe that anything was po8siated 2008 §

certainly proved true!
Programs & Events




International Delegates

10 Exchanges

International Delegates 2008
David Dunlop, Northern Ireland; Lyn Jenkins, Wales; Matthiag

Engimann, Switzerland; Corinna Koster, Germany; Paul Bernag@h

Scotland; Anne George, Northern Ireland;
Hannah Duggan, Wales; Diane Hunter, Scotland.
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International Delegates

Outgoing exchange applications are available each winter to
members who have been in JFAO for at least one year, with
selection taking place at March Conference. Visit
www.jfao.on.ca for more on how you can travel to the
United Kingdom, Europe, New Zealand, or Australia or
host an international delegate this summer!!

Exchanges 11




Leadership Camp

Walking Together in Space about to improve the way they worked

together as a team. As the morning we

Heavy downpours couldnot 0%6}”%‘@9“”}'5!%9 eagh"ﬁ”}eita??ksﬁ
members congregated on the shores of Lake Huron for Leaderm d, we were _ab N 'to see 'team |mpr§
Camp 2008, June 1%5. ments as each individual trled some o
Luckily, the rain mainly kept to Friday evening as mem—the FQC“CS suggested by Jimto gaina

bers gathered at Deer Park Lodge near the village of Bayfield, positive oEtcome. hen h « B
ONd and in a key difference from recent years, we slept in cabitns The teams then ad.to work: ..
instead of tents! ogethe_r in c_hmbmg an imaginary :
Besides the opportunity to gather and learn with other mountain using certain objects to get By
members from across the province, the highlight of the Weeken8ntlre team .aCr.OSS with out setting fo h
was the appearance of guest speaker on the sand; this was a great way o
Jim Cook, a former Olympic volleyba really see

coach for Canada who is currently ug xﬂﬁt rvc\)/lerlzﬁ(:hv\;ir:gl;mljlu\?vl ;[oorl;org m
ing his coaching abilities to prepare € working ellowtea em-

new coaches for bers to get across. Jim complimented
&;@Igg their roles as one of the teams for the best perf_orm-

leaders. Jim also ance he had seen at the task, while '
works with a lot other teams ended up stepping foot in
of sports teams a the sand, resulting in having to start
he teaches them back at the bc_)ttom of the mountain.
the importance o The final task was to do the

leadership skills, &
what it takes to b
successful, and 2008 Leadership Camp Delegates
working together
as ateam.

walk that depended on everyone work-

ing together to allow one of the team

members to walk in the air. Having

trust in the people you are working with goes a long way toward
The training took place on the beacﬂ1aklng the end result succgssful.

located at the lodge, allowing for lots of space The afternoon consisted of more team work as campers

to perform the tasks at hand. First, we were €€ faced with

introduced to four types of leaders: Expressive, Driver, Analyticg[e challenge of ¢
and Amiable, and the Ing Song scav-
leadership skills needed enger hunt, work
to make a team work: Ing together to

encouraging and having find clues to a

confidence in everyone song, and once 3
on the team and you as of the clues were

an individual, communi- y ”eCtr?d’fS:ng\;n? ne else. The singing clearly set a trend for th
cation, and sefting goals e song for everyone else. The singing clearly set a trend for the

together as a team and e;/enlr:\]gf?rs c?r:n}i:)ners f;nésr:]edricr)]ff ttrr:e (ijr?ty rWnlt?i a: ?pinhta:‘ent jhlow
for you as an individual. of camplire singing, a earing the international exchange dele-

Jim explained that when we are on teams, sports or otrigtes hational songs.
wise, we often get tied up in the idea that it is all about winning,.

Afspace wal ko déeanons

This yeard6s camp was a very

and when that doesndét happen Ing efpﬁrgrhce fi)rﬁlleWetaa ;‘[j‘url)hor %@%Trﬁﬁ \go'rksalon %id[e many

trated with each other and themselves, resulting in a negative e@@op € _and groups for meetings, comm .
perience for all. provincial events. 2008 Leadership Camp helped all of us experi-

ence what it takes to be successful as a
tion of props Jim brought,geim’besg}ecrfgyrasﬂﬁ” of thre C?n()k'lng VI\;
the campers were put up donet é/f ed enZt T)yeamusn %v(ljcad
to three challenges which onated food, and to become new 'eadiyg
as we bring back what we learned first §

we had to complete to the .
best of our ability. After hand from Jim Cook to our clu_bs.
Camille Black

completing each of the Peterborough Jig

challenges there was a X
discussion about what Leadership Camp Cha

worked for each of the

Committee Gj|l Righardson, Claire Dal
teams and whEpMitgqGH Righa : y;
and how could they go Cailyn Paszkowwé Lea Anne Budge,

Kim McCaw

Using the collec-

12 Programs & Events
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Autumn Profile

A Dive into Zone 5 Creates
a Huge Splash!

Autumn Profile 2008 was hosted by Middlesex, Lambton,
and Kessex, and took place at Ridgetown College in Kent County
on October 25th. There was a great turnout from the province with
a total of 18 teams of 4 registered and 16 teams patrticipating.

Friday night there was a photo foot rally in which teams
fulfilled photo descriptions by visiting locations in downtown
Ridgetown by taking creative group pictures at certain location
Points were given for best creativity. The enthusiastic new clulg
York was the winning team with Kawartha and Middlesex as hg
ourable mentions. A highlig
aged to get 4 people into a small recycling bin to fit the descrip
Al candt believe we all fit
businesses and attractions throughout the small town while en
aging interaction with the local people. After the rally, groups
back at the hotel to hand in their photos and socialize.

Although Friday night was a hit, the meat of Autumn P
file took place during the day Saturday. There were 14 station
participate in. Events included: pumpkin carving, wreath deco
ing, t-shirt making, livestock judging, bale rolling, bale stacking .\
tug of war, nail driving, three legged races, object identificatio
trivia, changing a chainsaw chain, trailer parking, X ~
farm scrap. For theshirt making competition me :
bers ironed on transfers with the JF logo and title
decorated them, in which there was much team s
and county patriotism demonstrated. There was
impressive creativity also displayed in the wreath
decorating, pumpkin carving, and scrap metal des
competitions.

The weekend of Autumn Profile was 5
wrapped up with an excellent dance Saturday nigl8
which had great attendance. Although all teams
in immense effort and terrific participation, the
overall winning team d
Kawartha and they were recognized at the danc
The beautifully decorated wreaths made by the ¢
teams were distributed to Junior Farmer membe
and the hotel staff after the festivities of Autumn
Profile concluded.

'

‘

Cailyn Paszkowiak
EssexKent JF
Zone 5 Autumn Profile Committe

Programs & Events 13



Sing Swing

York Makes Triumphant Return at Sing and dance later that night at the Keene Community Centre. Dinner
was well received by all as Sing Swing often creates a large appe-

) ) Swmg ) tite for those taking part in all the fun events.
Sing Swing 608 dShalthatemamsarea nd @iAnrg were announced after dinner, with all coming up
the amazing memories, but what memories they are! to receive their medals, and many partici-

Peterborough JF hosted Sing pating in the annual Showcase. Congratu-

Swing 608 and all fations to York JF which returns after a
major provincial event had a great time. few years absence to the JF family as the
As the events of the day unfolded, YorkEgFssss S ' Sing Swing 2008 victor!

In a comedic moment during the
nightds festivities t
such as Kawartha, Wentworth and York had left some items behind had to kiss two
chimed in, managing to edge out the co MR extremely over dressed gentlemen to re-
petition to add the sing to Sing Swing. - if’“’: claim what was lost! After dinner the
And moving on to photography and ba " S Sl dance started and it rocked the rest of the

ing it is clear that there are many talente night until the DJ had to close up shop
JF members throughout Ontado and after an encore.

to the top in the dance competitions. Cll’,

who doesndt |ike Sing Swing 608 wa
eat! . with some great memories and friendships

After the dayos eve ntloSefEepdies that will 1last foreve
down and the public speakers, gong show, and air bands had leftj g Swing 609, when weol |l do i
the stage for another year, the next stop was the amazing banquet Kimberly Callaghan

Kawartha JF

Square Dancing The Dance Judging Team

14 Programs & Events



Sing Swing 2008 Results

Photo-Black & White

Square Dancing
1*'i Wellington
2" Wentworth
37 University of Guelph

Square Dance Caller

1% Pat Grotenhuis, Wellington
2"i Elizabeth Bryan, Dufferin
3§ Tricia Staples, Kawartha

Jive

1% Cecelia McMorrow & Graham
Johnston, Peel

2" Cathleen Verhallen & Mark Huston,
Essex-Kent

37 lan Phillips & Steph Sargent,
Durham East

Waltz

1% Brent DeVries & Jen Dane,
Wellington

2" Cathleen Verhallen & Mark Huston,
Essex-Kent

3y Brad Found & Carol Morton,
Durham East

Two-Step
1°'1 Jolene & Greg Johnson, York

2" Cecelia McMorrow &
Graham Johnston, Peel

37 lan Phillips & Steph Sargent,
Durham East

Line Dancing
1%'7 York
2" Wentworth

Alternative Dance

187 Carol Morton, Durham East
2" York

3§ Jill Currie, Wentworth

Vocal Group
137 York

2" Wentworth
3 Kawartha

Male Solo

1*i Mike Sproxton, Kawartha

2" i Brent Devries, Wellington

3§ Nathan Klassen,
University of Guelph

Female Solo

1%'7 Kristen Domonkos, Wentworth
2" Cecelia McMorrow, Kawartha
3“1 Amanda Moore, Essex-Kent

Vocal Duet

151 Claire Bunnik &
Meghan Somerville,, York

2" Cecelia McMorrow & Karl Prentice,
Kawartha

3" Carol Morton & Steph Sargent,
Durham East

Instrumental Solo

1% James McMillan, Wentworth (Violin)
2" i Alex Barrie, Durham East (Banjo)
37 Jill Dann, Wellington (Piano)

Public Speaking

1°'1 Katie Will, York

2"'1 Bill Donkers, University of Guelph

3"i Robin Callaghan, Kawartha /
Ashley Black, Peterborough

Air Band

1%7 York

2"'{ University of Guelph
37 Durham East

Gong Show

1%'i University of Guelph
2" Wellington

37 Kawartha

Marshmallow Animal

17 York

27 Brenda Lennox & Graham
Johnston, Peel

3% Wentworth

Euchre

1% Mark Varkamp, Haldimand-Norfolk

2" James McMillan & Russ Unholzer,
Wentworth

3" Bill Donkers & Eric Oosterhof,
University of Guelph

Teddy Bear Tour

1°'7 Megan Winter, Wellington

27 Angie Giles, Lanark

37 Claire Daly, University of Guelph

Art
1°'7 Megan Winter, Wellington

2" Cailyn Paszkowick, Essex-Kent
3§ Carol Morton, Durham East

Photo-Agriculture

1%'1 Angie Giles, Lanark

27 Peterborough

37 Emilie Akkermans, University of Guelph

Photo-JF in the Community
1% Angie Giles, Lanark

2"7 Brent Devries, Wellington
397 York

1%'7 Peterborough
2" York
3 Jen Dane, Wellington

Photo-Candid Animal Moment
1%'1 Peterborough

27 University of Guelph

39 Middlesex

Photo-Choice
1%'7 Peterborough
2" York

3“1 Middlesex

Pies

1°'7 York

2" Claire Daly, University of Guelph
3“1 Durham East

Squares

1°' Angie Giles, Lanark

2" Amy Sue Moore, Essex-Kent
3% York

Cookies

1% Angie Giles, Lanark

2" Lisa Thompson, York

3 Sarah Campbell, Middlesex

Best Decorated Cake

137 Sarah Hohnstein & Jill Currie,
Wentworth

2§ Durham East

397 York

Best Ever Dessert

1°' Angie Giles, Lanark

2nd i Amy Sue Moore, Essex-Kent
3§ Elizabeth Bryan, Dufferin

Best Sewn PJs

1% Angie Giles, Lanark
2" Jessica Kane, Dufferin
37 Jen Dane, Wellington

We are a grassroots
organizationrun for
youth, by youth
cultivating leaders

through education, trayel,

fun and
community involveme

Nt
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Ontario Young Farmers Forum

&inding Stable Ground in Tur- on paper before putting a plan into actioand the importance of
ONTARIO — bulent Time®f t he 2008 Onkeepingifimanciloeeandg, e;pecially to avoid family conflicts an_d '
YOUNG Far mer”s() Forum Wa.st'a bqgeusacceskswh.ahe been mini
FARMERS °Ver 80 participants from across Orjtarlq mlstakes if you have the money, not having c!ear goals and'under-
FORUM Sonverging on the Doubletree by Hilton istanding of the market are farm killers, especially when capital
Toronto on November #3and 24". costs are let out of control.

This yeards theme proved t o NWid-aftarmoonagl tdelegates nhoeed @ the GFA dodvem |y
deteriorating stock and commodity markets made our entire cotien room for a panel discussion on beginning to farm in Ontario.
try feel like it needed to find stable ground. Hosted and plannedTihys includedlohn Geurtjins of Farm Credit Canaddpe Dick-
Junior Farmersd Associati on enson@wlyraealectad to(the BFRABYard oft DirestorOamd agpast o
eration of Agriculture (OFA)prasddéhe €anadniaor YBanmge Fad mAs
Forum (CYFF), the Ontari o Yo hisnagemptato fimektheddcking to buy property i Western Cangda ¢
vide an educational and leaderstigvelopment opportunity for  before recently buying a farm near his family home, and former
young and future farmers of Ontario, providing participants with@FA presidenfiack Wilkinson.

unique opportunity to meet, network and learn with other young After a final discussion on the need to bring youth leader-
peopleage18 0 in Ontariobs hort i c shiptounorafarm argadizagogsrandcanvinceugoverhmentsofitoes -
try. ; danger of losing a viable Canadian farm

Terry Betker of Meyers, Norris,
Penny in Winnipeg, Manitoba keynoted
Sundaydéds program wi
rum participants to think strategically as
they develop farm businesses.

Foll owing Terry
theory was put into practice as he was
joined by several successful young farme
from across Ontario. They included yount
dairy farmerdMatt and Kerry Fraser,
sheep farmeMarkus Wand, vegetable
farmerMark Richards, and fruit grower

industry if the next
the tools to succeed, delegates adjourned to
cfedebrate the year ds
convention delegates at the annual Harvest
Celebration Banquet Monday evening, and
return home with new ideas for successful
planning and transitioning farming in On-
tario from one generation to the next.
This yeardés forum
ble in part by support from Agriculture and
Agri-Food Canada through the Agricultural
Adaptation Council's CanAdvance Program,
Torrie Warner . as well as Canadian Young Farmers Forum,
Dinner and evening entertainme d 4 and the Canadian Farm Business Manage-
Sunday night incl ufq ' umker Gouncil.
Comedy Club and an evening of mingling Feedback from participants in the
with OFA convention delegates. 2008 OYFF was once again overwhelm-
Monday morning, Canadian You ingly positive, with several participants
Far mer s d F olaruRichaRIsog 1 heading to the Young
brought a national perspective to the disg the Americas in early December to continue

sions, as h_e exp I ai W65 WY EE Bdelate rdia(_:ijssicmdon the future of agriculturg Wi_th
on a hog and beef farm in Prince Edward their counterparts from several countries in
Island, then managed a hog farm in Alberta, and now lives on tiNorth, Central, and South America.

dairy farm his parents bought in Newfoundland. lan challenged all While this yearb6s speakers

of the delegates to go out and learn something, noting the next ggmts, the chance to network with their peers continues to be the
eration doesndt have the minceset val dabmeflbeneéhiet sda&leecodt é&:c
finding new ways to make farming a successful businessis keyf or um f ol | owed up on | ast year ¢
and the way to start is to take advantage of agricultural leadersbipsiness planning. The comments and ideas delegates have pro-
opportunities now instead of letting farmers looking towardsretwvet ded f or next year prove how i
ment continue to be the only speakers for the agricultural industeth this, and that too many young people have been left lost as
Monday6s keyn o tDelomrastfoeusdd dhieyi trg to find the resources, knowledge, and connections with

on succession planning. B e t ¢aehrothds to oreate stabke fatmibesindsdeshaliéngeyfor theu s i n ¢
tor, 0 John explained that ab?2009aOquarterYobtnhi BEabmei s@sBoi
with farm families. James McMillan

After lunch with the OFA convention delegates, OYFF OYFF Committee

delegates broke into two groups to further focus on the issues that

mattered most to them. Dr. John Fast continued his exploratiorCaimmitteeKristin Ego MacPhail, Joe Dickenson,
how to organize a successful family succession, wieTyler James McMillan, Brad Found, Earl Thomson, Erik Leach
expanded on the strategic planning ideas Terry Betker had intr Agricultural ‘

duced. Each session was dominated by audience questions a @Adapmlion %/
could have easily been extended. Jim emphasized exploring o | =

Carodtan Farm Bessens
Maugeeest Creasi

Council
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Members Programs

It has been another great year with new and reviving cluagwit and overcome obstacles using teamwork and determination.
popping up across the province. In 2008 we have welcomed netihey outplayed rival teams using sportsmanslike manners and
clubs from Dufferin, Wellington, Prince Edward, Middlesex, Niagstrategies. Ultimately, this resulted in dasting the weekend and
ara, and York and have seen all of them establish successfully gaihing new friendships, self confidence, memories and new leader-
become top participants at provincial events. Partly as a conseship skills. A big thank you to Camille Black and her committee for
quence, but also because of the efforts of all clubs to recruit nevputting together such a successful weekend in such a tight time
members, this year we saw membership numbers rise by nearlyfframe. Leadership Camp plans for 2009 are already well under way
17%, with more members signing up throughout the year to makeith Elizabeth Bryan, from the newly founded Dufferin club, head-
for a great turn out at Sing Swing. It has been great to see the Jig it up for the weekend of June 6. Members will surely have an
spirit across the province with new and returning members contianazing time like they did in 2008!
ing to make JFAO the great organization that it is. The networking possibilities in JFAO have huge benefits

This year the position of Director of Membership made &or young farmers across Ontario, but they benefit many more as
change of hands when Gill Richardson, who was elected at the 2@08 Since JFAO is not just for those from farms, it also has great
Annual General Meeting, had to leave Ontario for an out of provepportunities for any young person to make connections with others
ince job. Claire Daly took on the position in mAdigust, ready to from across the province. If we look ahead through 2009 we should
see this great year for the organization continue. see JFAO continuing to rise and attract so many more youth that

At March Conference, Don McGugan and his committeavill benefit from this organization. At the rate we are going and
set an excellent tone f or t h eithyhe spirit frew grabs raotimembers, eercan hdpe€ t soorhseen g
Ol ympic Spirit. o6 Thanks t o tlhbeineverytounty dcress Oritania agginu Totthie negv Dicector af n

ing weekend! Membership and Committeall the best!
This yeardés | eadership camp was held at t he De e Claif ®alyk
Lodge in Bayfield over the weekend of JunelB3 JFers and a few Executive Director of Membership

4-H members from across Ontario, as well as some of our interna-
tional del egat es, p a r- OutWit, Qua t €ammittee; EiftdbathrByan, Dudferin; MarcieSthjested, Middlesex;
Play,OutLast . 0 As in true JF st y RabMcKinlay Oxfoma;rShanmon Kely,Btuse managed

Operations

JFAO has now been settled into our new office home for a Lambton member Kyle Maw redesigned the layout of the
full year, and the move is certainly proving to have been a goodvebsite this year for a fresh new look and he continues to keep it
one. Relations with OFA and the other commaodity groups in thapdated with all the latest happenings in JF clubs across the prov-
Ontario AgriCentre are strong, and we are in a far more stable fiace.
nancial position thanks to the savings. Special thanks goes to Lambton alumnus Don McGugan

We are fortunate to have Julia Smith, a Wentworth meras well as Lauren Buchanan and the Fusion Youth & Technology
ber, as partime Office Administrator. Julia began working in theCentre in Ingersoll for the donations of used computers for our
office on June %, and the arrangement has been working well fooffice during 2008. JFAQO was also able to begin making use of the
both parties. While our accounting continued to be overseen byasic new laptop and related equipment purchased with a donation
Calculated Success in Guelph for 2008, Julia also took care of by Durham East JF at March Conference 2008, and it is proving
much of our financial record keeping. We are delighted to havevbey valuable at meetings and events outside the office.
on board and hope to have her around for a long time to come! Coyle & Greer continues to provide our awards and pro-

The position of March Conference Coordinator is one tmabtional items (swag), and all clubs are asked to contact our advi-
has a way of taking over o n e $osJohnndStapldsdar qustes oreanyeclub itemes wanted. a n d
greatly appreciate the dedication of the individuals who take on the Many clubs continue to take advantage of the provincial
challenge to plan the greatest JFAO event annually. Don McGlighitity insurance in order to be able to host events. Our insurance
and his committee organized an exceptional March Conferencecfumtinues to come through LAW Insurance Brokers. Clubs are
2008 in Cobourg and we are looking forward to great things froneminded that applications for proof of coverage must be made to
Lucia Lilbourne and her committee for 2009 in Stratford. the office at least two weeks before it is needed.

Elizabeth Johnston, a Perth County alumna who edited the Barclay Napébés brain child o
JF Bullhorn newsletter for the past decade, retired from the posit@mome increasingly successful with each round. It is also evident
this year. We thank her for the countless hours spent preparingttaea great deal of work goes into making it such a hit. The execu-
Bullhorn for mailout so many times! For the past few issues, thiétve decided it was time to create an honorarium position to organ-
editing of the JF Bullhorn has been done directly by the Public ize-the event (similar to the way March Conference operates),
lations committee under the oversight of Executive Director of which was approved by the board during the budget process. Bar-
Marketing James McMillan, and after discovering exactly how clay has been hired as the first official Golf Tournament Coordina-
much work it was to us e-ofdsays afbraandRve leak forsvargta andtherchiied fundnaser tms dorn-
tem, this task was streamlined by contracting it out to our printeing August 15 in conjunction with the 8&\nniversary.

Print Solutions in Guelph. Cecelia McMorrow
Operations Committee Chair
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Public Relations

The Public Relations committee continued to work to inmore than happy to help with proof reading and formattimge
crease JFAObs profile i n 200 Ravepeopldwitmrafessiomalarairing i this arda, sonehg noa ¢
and a more consistent message of what JF is. The job was madhake use of it?
easier thanks to our modernized constitution which now provides The JFAO display continues to be available for clubs to
more guidance and better expresses the purpose of JFAO. use for local fairs and events. In February 2008 it made its first

Key to increasing public awareness of JFAO and bringiagpearance at the Canadian International Farm show in Toronto as
in more members is showing the public all the opportunities to lpart of our Ultimate Junior Farmers challenge, run in partnership
had and the great things JF members do. To this end, media adtithe show. All comments about this event were positive and
sories or releases are issued whenever there isa JF eventornevesfove enj oyed preparing for its
shar e. For example, this yeshdowdsenewwmahagbemenf filiation
showed JF clubs together donated more than $50,000 to charity in We also continue to receive great support from the Inter-
20071 and preliminary estimates from 2008 suggest we are in thational Plowing Match this year setting up our booth in Teeswa-
range agaifi a great news story for our local communities! Much e r , Bruce County. Whil e we dc
coverage of our exchange program was also gained thanks to tB809 due to its extreme distance from areas where JF members are
work of our outgoing international delegates and several local cadise and available to help staff it, we certainly look forward to
who alerted their local media when the delegates came to visit.being in Elgin County in 2010. The year off from the IPM also

This year all JF newsletters were consistently put onlingives us the opportunity to look at reviving participation in the Out-
for members and the publicthis has saved us significant mailingdoor Farm Show in Woodstock, which approached us during 2008
costs, and we encourage all members and alumni to check out tha&liscuss bringing JFAO back after several years absence.

JF Bullhorn online each season. All clubs are encouraged to make use of Coyle & Gieer

Also online are the first of the new club websites. Whild FAO6s preferred suppl i er-Anpef c |l
the websites are being developed from information in the affiliatBiaples, is always willing to provide ideas and help, and for many
reports, all clubs are encouraged to make sure their site is generdilye ms t he JFAO | ogo i s already
up to date at least a couple times a year. Thanks to thedgelt also make sure our logo ispeoduced properly, which is key to
of our webmaster, Kyle Maw, events can be posted to these weahbaintaining our brand. Always contact the JFAO Exec. Director of
sites automatically through the JFAO Events calendar (under Marketing when using a logo for something new, and watch for a
iwhat We Dod) on the websit erevadpedswagreectiorand new ilemsyon the welesite énspringy o
county as the category. Photos will also automatically appear ¢t009.
county websites if you have a club photo page set up in the JFAO Besides revamping the swag program, for 2009 the Public
Photo gallery. More club sites will be added in the coming monRelations committee has plans to continue expanding the informa-

The Public Relations committee continues to look for tion available on the website about JF, promoting the upcoming
more information from local clubs to promote to the rest of our 65th JFAO reunion, and taking advantage of new opportunities to
members and the publics har i ng and | ear nispraad veotu of alt the emartbnities tola@ onénsJFAO!

activities makes our organization that much stroiigemd helps James McMillan
our member recruiting efforts as well. Remember to take advan- Executive Director of Marketing
tage of the basic JF information available in the JFAO Media Brief

posted on the website, and send your news releases to CommitteeElizabeth Bryan, Dufferin; Michael Anderson, York;

marketing@jfao.on.caThe Public Relations committee is alwayslustin Williams, Prince Edward; Pat Grotenhuis, Wellington

Office Administrator

Time sure flies when you are having tee; communicating with the Executive, Staff, Alumni, Provincial

fun! It seems like only yesterday that | attend&drectors and members, as well as with people outside of the or-
"8 the information night that restarted Junior Fariganization; updating the databases; processing insurance requests;
e ers in Wentworth County. mailing Century Farm signs; inputting financial information; taking

Two years have passed since | becamgnutes at provincial meetings; and completing several other tasks

a member, and | find myself more involved in that arise.
Junior Farmers than | ever imagined being. | Being accountable for all of these tasks is challenging, but
was elected Wentworth JF president my first also quite exciting. | can safely say that if not for the friendly peo-
year and in my second year, | was employed pie, and the wonderful opportunities that they organize, | would not
JFAO as the Office Administrator. Both of  be as involved with Junior Farmers as | am today. | look forward
these experiences have led me to learn moreto working with everyone in 2009 as we use our JF enthusiasm to

about the organization, build my resume, and develop leadershipAct On it ! 0
skills.

My responsibilities as Office Administrator include: re- . Julig Smith
porting to JF AChaisoftiedperatioRsComanitd e n t Office Administrator
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Workshops

Open to members, senioiftmembers, alumni and leading communication, marketing and pukgiofile building
guests, the JFAO Workshop series seeks to provide participantgehicles for any organization, and JF clubs are certainly no excep-
who might not be able to at t#onddhowah avéndis run speakg elumes abeuhthesorgamizatidn
skills through focused orgay low cost workshops on a variety ofrunning it, and can determine whether people want to support you
topics. (Can6t beat $20 incl nthefaige.l unch! )

Besides provincial di r ect or s While theavorkshop series was erigimally builtsatoung w a
held in 2008 on March 1. Event Planning 101, presented by Magmmunication skills, any area of skill building is now being con-
Feldskov of Alumni Affairs at the University of Guelph, focused sidered for future workshops. Anyone with ideas or connections
on learning how to professionally organize a successful event. fior a workshop, or who wants to be involved in the organization is
included planning and budgeting, communicating and advertisingglcome to contact the JFAO Office at info@jfao.on.ca
as well as managing volunteers and risks. Events are one of the Workshop Committee

Fundraising

2008 was my first year on executive and | would like to Our status as a charitable organization also allows us to
take this opportunity to thank everyone who helped me along. benefit greatly from the financial support of our alumni and their
have learned a great deal from this experience and have thorodghiilies. We would like to give special thanks to the family of
enjoyed my time working with the rest of the executive. Wilmer M. Willis of Lyndhurst, a longtime JF supporter who

This past year saw a record amount of corporate spongmassed away in the fall. JFAO is benefitting from many hundreds
ship, and many thanks need to go to past Fund Development Difedsllars in donations made in his memory. Donations from our
tor Barclay Nap for creating such a strong supporter base. Thatmembers and alumni mailing were also up this year, and all have
made my job this year much easier. been sent charitable receipts for use with their tax returns. Thank

Our sponsors are an integral part of our organization aiygu, and please contact us should you have any questions.
without them we would not be able to offer the unique opportuni- As we enter 2009 with a poorer economy, the efforts and
ties that we do to our members. Exchanges, experience sharingontributions of our members, alumni, and sponsors are so much
events, March Conference, and workshops all depend on our dettire important. It is in these times that social programs and com-
cated sponsors. | would also like to munity betterment organizations are
mention that without the support of the needed the most. With belghtening a
Ontario Federation of Agriculture pro- potential major factor for our partner-
viding us with affordable office space ship program this year, | would like to
and use of their resources and facilitie remind everyone that ikind support is
we would have no way of operating to often needed just as much as monetary
best serve our members. support. The donation of time and talent

As much as we rely on our is just as valuable and | would encour-
corporate partners, | would also like t age every member and sponsor to think
recognize the fundraising efforts of ou outside the box about alternate ways
own membership. This year JFAO pa they can support this amazing organiza-
nered with the Windsong Orono Dodg tion, whether by providing ikind sup-
Rodeo in an effort to raise money. plies or a speaker for a workshop.

While nothing came from the rodeo it- JFAO has given me so much
self, special thanks go to the Durham 0

Silent Auction Items Welcome! and | donoét think th

East JF members who organized and ran their food booth for thteere that could say anything differently. The skills | have learned

weekend, donating the proceeds to JFAO. Also a big thanks toilthis organizatior meeting procedures, networking, event plan-

the other members that came to help with the food booth and ning, negotiation, fundraising... the list is endless and it is all

worked to seup the dance. thanks to the support of our corporate partners, donors, and mem-
Another great fundraising effort on the part of our members.

bership was our second annual golf tournament held at the Guelph Thank you once again to everyone who made 2008 such a

Lakes Golf and Country Club in August. Many membersworkessuccessful year and herefs to 2
tirelessly on the golf tournament committee to make it a very suc- Lauren Buchanan
cessful event, and everyone is looking forward to the 2009 Tourna- Executive Director of Fund Development
ment to be held August 152009 at Hockley Valley in conjunction

wi t h J F"ADivessarg Beunion. Committee:Jon Bouwmeester, Wentworth; Steve Black, Brant

JFAO welcomes and depends on the support of business, organizations & indiviiluals
contact us to see how we can work together!
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Charity Golf Tournament

The weather held up for a second year for Junior Farménsre was an abundance of
On August 8 at Guelph Lakes Golf and Country Club, the Juniowhat makes Ontario wonder- &
Far merso6é Association of Ontafulio held its
fundraiser. With two very light and brief showers the only blemish, This year
18 holes of best ball were enjoyed by members, alumni, friendsTournament saw it paired wit
family and foreign exchange delegates alike. As Junior Farmergi$a&a Ambass ad o
provmqal family, journeying across the province to help JFAO which was held afterwards at
fundraise was a minor issue for many, with 20 counties and reglonsk )
represented, led by Essex county with 14! Rockmosa Community Cent

With 6004 yards of rolling hills, strategically placed saril Rockwood. As the sum-
traps and protected wetlands, Guelph Lakes was tamed by theieant 6 s i nt er na
of Russell Unholzer, AJ Godwin, Brad Gouin and James Elmer delegates were the special
who were named JFAOGO6s 2008 tgpRpeovergflthée€amanflédci NgheecoNt
one point was Graham Johnston, {Ane Budge,dBE)ent PIercey tion and a live auction by Wayne Stoltz helped round out the night.

¢ Iil/lncGuggn Ir. Be- Proceeds of the Golf Tgurnament are to go 3

ing named the help JFAQ in its operations. Proceeds from
team that had the the silent auction are to go towards the 200
", most fun were Provincial Charity, the Farm Safety Associ;
= Haltonites TJ tion of Ontario. Thanks to all who came out

Snow, Tom and participated in some great weather for

Sno_w, Linda great cause.

Weinser and

Mitch Weisner. Barclay Nap
With the Golf Tournament Coordinat

t heme Ol ocal

products are better,d the Gofommiges:\Wil Besgen Grahanclohnsinn, 0 W¢
with prizes of fresh, locally produced or grown products from nyAShley Hawkins, Lauren Buchanan,
merous counties in Ontario. From Lanark maple syrup to Essex@n Phillips,Shawn Cochrane
wine to Wellington birdseed to Middlesex corn to Niagara plums,
Hincks-Dellcrest Rural Treatment Centred The FARM
caid The FARM is a 20 bed, €0 support for needs outside normal funding. When The Farm ap-
m Lo educational, voluntary residential treatment proached JFAO, the focus areas for funding were to replace the

mnds . program, set on a 100 acre working farm in theanure spreader and upgrade sports equipment. HDelksrest is
. Beaver Valley overlook- W g accredited by the Council on Accreditation
IEIKL(CDT' ing Georgian Bay.Serv- O o oty poat for Children and Family Services and oper-
Ca‘ﬂe, ing residents age 12 to 1 " Rates a number of othprograms within To-
are designated "hard to serve" based on th

and their families, most ronto.
psychiatric and emotional disorders.

The FARM's program focuses on
school, life and social skills, farm life relateg
skills such as construction, domestic sciend
horticulture, livestock care, machinery oper,
tion and maintenance, and a broad range o

.

Thanks to the efforts of members
across the province and supporters at the
March Conference and Golf Tournament
Silent Auctions, in 2008 JFAO was able to
present the HinckBellcrest Rural Treat-
ment Centre with a cheque
for $7,101.75.

T — ——
r‘? Rt Charly -
Bty Doleot Aol Tt Cotee s

b ou bt ot v,

" S 4,

outdoor recreational skills. The focus on thé - / \
farming aspect is to build skills and self esteem through the suc- The Farm Safety Association was selec A
cesses of reguldrandson work while providing top quality food as the JFAO Provincial Charity for 2008, and Wi e
products for use within the program. The farmamgration in- be presented with the faam L s
volves a 15cow beef cowcalf, 30 ewe commercial flock as well asfforts at March Conference 2009. SAFETY
poultry and feeder hogs for home use. Kimberly Callaghan ../ 1 on
The program works with the greater community to provide Executive Director of Financ
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Travel & Hospitality

This year was very successful for our exchange prograjoyed their visits among Junior Farmers and their families as they
with the JFAO awarding five trips to very deserving members. made their way around the province. Some of the trip highlights

This is the most applicants we hay
had in a few years and it is very

exciting to see this kind of interest
in such a great program. We hop
to continue this increased interest
the exchange program in 2009
through advertising in the Bullhorr
and the Bugle, along with raising |
awareness through the 2008 partif t
pants final presentations to other |~

clubs.

B included Niagara Falls, the CN
Tower, Canadabs Wo
tawa, various farm tours, Leadership
® Camp and JF dances.

We will once again con-
tinue the tradition in 2009 and al-
ready preparing to welcome a new
bunch of delegates to experience the
fun of Junior Farmers.

This year dés Aml
Reunion Banquet was one of our
most successful yet, hosted in con-
junction with
the annual golf
tournament at

There were a couple of
changes in the policies this year i
regards to the exchange program
This includes the additional requir|
ment of monthly reports while on Rockmosa Co
international trips. This proved ve munity Centre
interesting as we began reading these reports from travelling déheRockwood on August 8. Special thanks td
gates this past summer. Gillian Richardson for chairing the committeq

JFAO hosted eight rural youth delegates in 2008 from #r& ensuring many of our past exchange pa ul
end of May through to the end of August. They were: Paul Bericipants were able to attend. The incoming Rk
nard (Scotland), Diane del egat es ® present at
Hunter (Scotland), Lyn We encourage all members to participate b
Jenkins (Wales), Hannalhosting or helping to tour delegates around
Duggan (Wales), Anne area. Hosting is a wonderful experience and a great way to learn
George (Northern Ire-  about other cultures.
land), David Dunlop Heather McLeod
(Northern Ireland)Mat- Executive Director of Community & International Programs
thias Engimann
(Switzerland) and
Corinna Koester
(Germany). They en-

(0]
Ay

CommitteeShannon Kelly, Bruce; Angie Giles, Lanark; Mike
Sproxton, Kawartha; Eric Hogervorst, Lambton;
Krista McAvoy, Durham WesGillian Richardson, Oxford

Agricultural Awareness

This year marked preparations for a new chapter in Members of the committee also once again supported and
JFAOb&6s Ontario Century Far m assistedithihe organizatipnrofottge arenual. Ont@rio Yourg darmmi
tee has been working hard to develop two newa@ubars thatwiler s Forum, a JF program support
be offered for sale some time mid to late 2009. Forum and the Ontario Federation of Agriculture. A full report on

These new signs will be a wonderful addition this event can be found on page 13 of this report.
to recognize the long standing achievements of fal 2 Y= The Agricultural Awareness committee con-
lies in rural Ontario who have kept farming a priori cm # tinues to look for new and exciting opportunities to
in there lives, and will meet the requests already n| | become involved in provineide activities to help
by a number of families. The new signs will be av rm strengthen agriculture awareness both at the provin-
able to those who have met the 125 and 150 year cial and club level. We look forward to the chal-
milestones on their family farms. Thanks to the ha lenges that await us in 2009.

lan Phillips
Agricultural Awareness Chair

work of many our century farm sign database is alygr
most updated, but we still continue to look for peopre
who have been missed over the years so we can have a complete

and comprehensive list for years to come. Unfortunately it seei@®mmittee: Graham Johnston, Peélgather McLeod, CIP;
records of the original 6000 or so farms that were registered baBkad Comfort, Niagara; Michael Doris, Peterborough;

in 1966/67 when JFAO launched the program as a centennial pstiehael Anderson, York/OFA; Becky Gaasenbeek, Wentworth
ject were not kept or lost.
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My name had the same
is Krista McAvoy  milking system
and this year | spenwhere the milk-
three amazing ers were in the ¢
weeks in Ireland! It middle of the
was good ‘craic' as alley and they
the Irish would say would switch

- a lot of fun. them from side
In 22 days to side. | also
on exchange visited a pig-
through Junior gery, chicken
Farmers' Associa- farm and a
tion of Ontario, |  wildlife park.
had 12 hosts. It was I only spent one night in Dublin, my last night, but it was

a great way to meetentertaining! Like any city you get the "entertainment acts" on the
tons of people in a side of the street, but in Dublin there are some streets just for pedes-
short time period. | also got to see a lot of the country. Unlike Canans: no cars can go down them, which | enjoyed.
ada, you can drive across Ireland in one day, making it easier to see | am very thankful that | spent most of my time in the
lots! While there | toured with two delegates from Scotland, leargeuntryside as | learned a lot about the local Irish culture. | found
ing about their country as well. their roads really hard to get used-to

During my stay | enjoyed a wide 2 curvy, narrow, and TONS of hedges.
range of activities, from a tour of a slaugh Someone was bugging us about not
house to surfing! | got to see lots of castle] taking pictures of the scenery, and | told
and other historic sites, along with many him that the hedg
other things. | also learned a lot about the always got in the
version of Junior Farmers, an organizatio way! If they get to
called Macra na feirme, meaning the "Yo much snow, the
of the Land" in Irish. It is a very active clul country shuts dow
They have three to four thousand membe as they have no snowploughs, or no need
and that doesn't include Northern Ireland! for them.
Each year they get what they call their If you have the urge to travel, |
"Macra bible" which contains all the exec strongly recommend Ireland! It was an
tive information and rules for their various amazing trip, and this is just a sum up of
competitions throughout the year. They include such things as "8mme of the things | saw and experienced while there, thanks to be-
Personality”, "Miss. Macra", "Miss. Blue Jean", "Queen of the ing selected for exchange this year. If you have any interest in Jun-

Land", rallies and many other events. ior Farmers or questions about my trip, please feel freetaieme
While there, different clubs organized socials, such as atkmcavoy@jfao.on.car visit www.jfao.on.ca .

sports night to get members of their local clubs out to meet us. We Krista McAvoy

had great conversations with lots of people. At the beginning | had Durham West JF

trouble keeping up to their accents, but in the end | was able to fol- 2008 Ireland Delegate

low along. | soon learned that we had different meanings for the

same words. A tip to a traveller going there, do not say pants and Life in the Alps

suspenders; to them it doesn't sound like you're wearing much! When | was awarded the opportunity to represent JFAO

Staying on lots of dairy farms | learned they pasture theg, 5 three month exchange to Switzerland a few months ago, | was
COWs oSt yery excited. | had no idea what to expect upon my arrival because
the year, and | \youid be the first JF delegate to go.
— only have a | was met by Ursula from the IFYE (InternationaH4
: short winter v qth Exchange) organization which organizes the Swiss exchange
where the . program. | arrived just before the beginning of the 50th annual
cows stay IN Eyropean International Farm Youth Exchange Conference, and
and are fed. gjnce this year it was being held in Switzerland, all incoming dele-
Th|s.method gates were able to attend the week long affair before going to stay
requires a 1ot yith their host families. This was where | got my first impressions
lessfeed  of the country, and | must say that Switzerland is by far the cleanest
then atypi-  ang safest place | have ever beamd you had better be ready to
cal Canadian g4t cheese with every meal...
farm. All the On our arrival at the conference | was given the job of
- farms I'saw  ghowing people to the dormitories, which happened to be what |

] o would call a nuclear fallout shelter. That's righte stayed in an
22 Exchanges g 4
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Switzerland: Life in the Alps

1 underground bunker complete with a de- Albert grows lettuce, green beans, corn, wheat, barley, sugar beets,

contamination chamber and two solid 10hay, and potatoes on his 50 hectares of land.

thick concrete doors. So yes, very safe in- The first morning | awoke to the sound of the milker run-

deed. ning, &ncethelnnkhouse
| was able to meet all of the othemwas right outside my bed/"

incoming delegates, as well as many peoplem window, so | ven- a =

from all across Europe and the USA whotured outside to see whatiu

had been on an exchange in the past. It wass going on in the barn.g

amazing how many people | met who had arrived in time to see

either been to Canada on exchange, whoDoris getting ready to

knew someone from JF who had been orclean and refill the ma-

an exchange, or knew someone who hadchine they have to sell

been to Ontario on exchange. It was really an amazing experienodk. | guess the best wa

and | learned a lot about Switzerland and many other countries to explain this machine is_&

around the world. | had a really great time and | am definitely loa&-think of a vending ma-|

ing forward to attending another IFYE conference. chine for milk. There is a
After the conference ended | met my first host family in &idge with a milk can inside, and a special pump that will dispense

small town called Leontica, which is in Ticino, a canton (provincé)e milk when money is put into the machine, and yes they are actu-

of Switzerland where the main language is a dialect of Italian. | &Hg able to sell unpasturized milk so long as they have a sticker on

greeted by Lilo and Anita Gianora, and their three sons Pascal, tlateutside of the machine that says the milk should be cooked be-

teo, and Remo. fore it is consumed. That is certainly one thing that |
The first thing that | learned about Leonticgeg’ expect | will never see back home.

is that farming there is very different from anything™*™ It turned out | had arrived just in time to

in Canada. Leontica is in the Alps and is about 90( help with the potato harvest. This w

meters above sea level (approx. 3000 feet), so th something | have done before, but o

scenery is definitely a little different. | arrived just i the potatoes for our famiky not five

time to help gather hay, which happens to be the ¢ . 4 hectares! Picking the potatoes was

crop the farmers there are able to grow. | decided S - made a bit easier with the special m

call this adventure Black Diamond Haying, mostly chine Albert had to harvest them with.

due to the fact that on one field we had to cut aro It was a large machine that would sort most of the dirt

the chairlift tower that was in the middle of the fielq and stone from the potatoes, and then 3 or 4 people
When the hay was finished there was littl would have to stand on the top and sort out the re-

left to do around the farm, because the cows are K maining stone, rotten, green, or oversized potatoes.

high in the Alps (approx. 2000 meters or 6500 ft. At first, it seemed like a pretty fun job, but

above sea level) and the farmers have hired help to milk the coWs the end of the day all | could think of was rock rock green rock

and make the milk into cheese. Lilo and Anita's farm was really green green rock rock rock......... until a stone bent a metal piece

interesting to see because | have definately never seen farmingitikale the sorting machine, and it was time to take a break. Albert

that, and | am still not quite sure how Swiss farmers are able to was trying to fix the part, but wasn't having much luck, that is until |

make a living since most of them milk between 15 and 25 cows.noticed that there was an opening big enough for me to crawl into,
I met my second host family in Shaffhausen, and | was so now | not only get to say that | picked 2000 kilos of potatoes in

right on time. Albert, Doris, and their children Christa and Stefarone day, but | also got to crawl inside the machine.

Neidhart came to greet me at the train station, and to help me lug Albert said that | was the first exchange delegate ever to

my suitcase to the car. get to see the inside of the potato machine. Too bad I left my camera
Albert and Doris have a farm in a small town called Ranm the house that day.

sen, near the German border, and what is different about some farms Now spending a few minutes inside of a potato machine

in Switzerland is that often farms are in the middle of town!!! Albedsn't the only interesting thing about Ramsen. It is actually really

is not able to put his cows out to pastureg. close to the German border, and when you

because there are houses all around the take the city bus to the city of Shaffhausen

barn; only a small alleyway separates th you actually go through Germany. One

barn from the neighbours, so Albert's 25 day Albert and Doris let me take a little

cows have to stay inside year round. bicycle ride to see the ruins of a castle that
My first impressions of Ramsen is in a nearby town in Germany, and |

were much different than Leontica, for learned a valuable lesson that day: always

example, it is very flat around Ramsen, have some Euros in your pocket because it

(for Switzerland- it's still pretty hilly for may save a lot of cycling!

someone like me) so no special equipme Simon Garlough

is needed for working the land, and therg Lanark JF

is a large variety of crops in the fields. 2008 Switzerland Delegate
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Three Weeks in Germany

Germany has a program very like JFAO in Ontario. Itdan see it for miles because it is very flat land. Many people drive
called the Landjeund. They run very similar activities and also Haveome see the event. The ships are getting larger and larger and
many new ideas that | have brought back from the exchange. &eery six months they actually have to tear down the old bridges
example, each club performs a 72 hour project each year as a emah-build new ones, just so the cruise ships can make it to the
petition or challenge that the community gives, or the membersaxfean.
the Landjuend develop. We also saw the Transpid just south of Pappenburg ,which

This was my first overseas trip, and | was honoured tis a magnetic train that can travel up to 270 km/hr. The technology
be selected to represent JFAO. July 10, 2008, | left Canada orvaas incredibly interesting, but very expensive and still in the test-
evening flight to Hamburg, Germany for a three week adventuréng stages.

Shortly after landing | was greeted by my first host, Sandra Thom- Later that night we had an adventure touring around the
forde, who was from Bargstedt, a small community just outside @funtryside. We stopped to see an older gentleman who was driv-
Hamburg. | met up with two other delegates, Helen Wheeler froimg a four horse hitch through a cross country course that he had
England, and Owen Davies from Wales, who are members of thwiilt to resemble a competitive course. All of us jumped on board
Young Farmers Club in Great Britain. Over the next few weeks #heng with another German fellow who was going to steer the back
three of us formed a strong bond to work together in order to cashthe wagon. | grabbed the reins, despite not knowing any of the
municate or interpret the unique situations we faced in a foreigrtommands in German, but | was excited to be involved in such an
country. incredibly memorable experience.

In Bargstedt, we experienced some of the local night On July 25th | and my hosts packed our bags for a four
life and learned about the historical features of the city of Ham-hour ride to a village called Hude, where all the young farmers
burg. On a pedal bike adventure we visited a nearby dairy farmwere getting together for a celebratory weekend known as

actually found within a village, and a pig farm where mother soisL a MuFe 06 t o meet new people. Al
were raising their young in a grass field outdoors, which is an untanerous other young farmers.
miliar sight here in Canada. | was very inquisitive and asked many There must have been twindred of us on the same

questions. | wanted to understand the advantages,
vantages, and the reasoning behind the milking and

train. | arrived in Hude with approximately 75 pounds
of luggage, plus a sleeping bag, mattress and pillow that
management procedures of the dairy farm located i my gracious host gave me for the camping weekend.
the village, and also why they pasture pigs outside To see all the young farmers walking 1.5 km to the
rather than indoors. camp grounds was like watching the Amazing Race.
On July 15th, we left on the train to rendezvius The camping trip was amazing because | was able to
with our next host in a small town called Filsm. During the trip, moeet so many people and develop so many new friendships in a
matter who we encountered, they only spoke German, so it wasery short period of time. A tear came to my eye when | saw the
hard to know when to get off, how long we would be travelling groung farmers hang the Canadian flag. | was proud to be a Cana-
the train, or where we had to switch trains. But after four hours,dian delegate representing Canada.
arrived at our destination, which was close the city of Leer, not too On July 27th, | travelled to Dotlingen to meet my fifth
far from the Netherlands border. and final hosts, the Alterbaum family. The delegates from England
My second host was the family of Kirsten Leerhof. Theyand Wales had reached the end of their two weeks in Germany and
had me milking cows early in the morning and in the evening. Invere on their way back home. | spent the week with Mariana Alter-
between they escorted us to local tourist destinations. | was in-baum, who had travelled to Canada in 2007, so we had a lot to talk
trigued by the fact that the houses and barns were connected tabout.

each other and that different agricultural species were within walk- | was able to experience some German driving on the
ing distance of each other, and asked about thediiarity be- Autobahn where there are no speed limits; we were going so fast
tween farms. through the roun@-bouts, | was starting to feel a little motion

In Germany, grass and corn are the primary forms of sisickness. It was fantastic. All in all, the food, people and hosts were
lage. The cows are pastured on grass and some are even milkethbelievable. They were extremely friendly, helpful and extraordi-
parlours in the fields. The grass grows all the time because of tnary. Everyone | encountered was willing to take time out of their
amount of rain the country receives, so | was very surprised thdtusy life to show a stranger on exchange from Canada some of the
did not see any alfalfa or soybean crops while | was on exchangéghlights of the German Agricultural lifestyle.

did observe wheat, barley, and rye. Germany has an earlier growing | encourage everyone to apply for this opportunity and
season as they sow the fields at the end of March and into earlynake the time to travel through an exchange with JFAO. You gain
April. The corn was all in tassel with cobs starting to form. It wasaluable insight by sharing ideas, and being on exchange helps you
also surprising to see how many Canadian dairy bulls German to appreciate the technology we currently use in Canada because
farmers are using in their herds, and how impressed the farmergou get to see firdhand how agricultural practices are conducted in
were with the quality of the livestock they were producing. another country. | will always remember my experience in Ger-

| accompanied my second host family to Pappenburg, many, and the people that | met, which truly made the trip a cher-
where Meyers Ships builds its cruise ships for use around the ished memory.

world. They construct two ships per year and hope to soon manu- Utah McCaw
facture three. When the ships are released up the river to the ocean, U. of Guelph JF
it is like watching a hotel moving through the landscape, and you 2008 Germany Delegate
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Ontario Federation of Agriculture

My year as Junior Farmers director on the Boatgp the Policy Advisory Council and meet four time
of the Ontario Federation of Agriculture was certainly a learningper year, with the Board meeting almost monthly.
experience. Over the course of the year, then President Geri ready the Board has submitted issues affecting yo
Kamenz reaffirmed his support for JFAO by continuing as our lifarmers to the Canadian Federation of Agriculture,
ason. which have been adopted as resolutions. The Boal

The start of 2008 saw a very strong step by both organ&lae recognizes the need for more beginning farme
tions towards furthering their relationship when JFAO relocatedand as a result has set up the Beginning Farmer Ti
the new OFA head office in Guelph. This has certainly providedTeam. It should be noted that this Team is the first
the opportunity for both organizations to communicate more effsaeh Team introduced by the Board and is comprised of four (out
tively. of six) current or previous Junior Farmer members. Also, our new

The Ontario Young Far mer $lesider, Bettenlean Ci@wsris siting ontlee deam as an Executive
strong working relationship between OFA, JFAO and the Canadi@son.

Young Farmersd Forum. Thanks t o Itéhvee hfaurld ywoernkj ooyfe da Inmy tthirneee
ganizations, Ontario once again had a young farmers conferen€@RAA Board and look forward to ensuring a strong connection be-
could be proud of. We had generally favourable comments frontween the two organizations in the future as one of the new direc-

the 80 attendees and all speakers were well received. tors-at-large.
In November, the OFA continued on a long road to re- Joe Dickenson

structuring by introducing a new Board format. Previously, all OFA Representative
commodities, affiliated organizations and county organizations had == ,

T

voting positions on the Board for a total of 110 directors. The neMike Anderson will represent JFAO on thy y A
board is comprised of 15 regional directors and three direators OFA Policy Advisory Council ‘
large. Those that were members of the previous Board now make until November 2009.

4 -H Ontario

Faamre In 2008, my primary goal as theHtOntario posted for JF members to consider.

representative for JFAO was to rebuild communica- At a local level, many JF clubs and members are actively
tions between the two organizations. | am pleasednuolved with their 4H associations. JF clubs continue to host

report some success was achieved. events and financially support locaHtAssociations. There are
| 4-H Ontario assisted JFAO in promoting also many JF members who leati4lubs and others who are still
Leadership Camp by posting information on their 4H me mber s. To assist JFHdI ubs
website. Half a dozenM members demonstrated developed a chart which provides the name and contact information
fine leadership qualities at the camp held at Deer of the 4H regional specialist for each area of the province.
Park Lodge, in Bayfield. Steps were definitely made in revitalizing connections

Throughout the year, | kept JF members advisedtdf 4 between JFAO and-A Ontario during 2008. Hopefully in 2009,

opportunities that might be of interest to them, by posting them e connections can be strengthened further.
the JFAO online forums. SupportingHiby wearing green and a Angie Giles
scrapbook paper designing contest are examples of opportunities | 4-H Ontario Representative

Canadian Young Far

The Canadian Young Far me rssnfative erik Leach, £YiIFRF bas & goddenaamie withig the provincial
was billed as a Young Farmers Summit of the Americas and hagovernment and this has already allowed me access to Minister
representation from many different countries totalling about 150L e ona Dombr ows ki 6s i nner circl e
people, 15 of which came from Ontario. It was a break with tradihe CYFF to further ties between provincial groups and the national
tion this year as the Annual Meeting was in December in Calgargraup. Ontario has a program that many provinces aspire to, and it
the Westin Hotel. Previous conferences were hosted in Februarisamperative that this program be able to see the gains of other pro-
the CFA Annual Meeting in Ottawa. CYFF President lan  vincial groups in order to maintain its status among the others. This
Richardson (Newfoundland) was returned, making a clear pushdfoae n only be done through teamwgo
stronger ties between the CYFF and provincial affiliates, of whicanything but greater things for it.

JFAOQ is one. Ontario and Quebec sh("y Joe Dickenson

a representative, with the new represt / : ) CYFF Ontario/Quebec Representative
tative being myself. Thanks to the hari# Canadian Young Farmers f.""!! .
work of former Ontario/Quebec repre- La Table pancanadienne de la reléve agricole
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GROWMARK Annual Meeting

It was a great experience to be able to attend the GrowThree young farmers from the U.S. and one from our group also
mark Annual Meeting the first week of September this year. Theracticed their speeches for the next day.
group of Ontario young delegates met first at Pearson Airport. In the evening, we attended the banquet where we had the
There were six of us, including two representatives frelfh twvo  opportunity to talk to most of the young farmer delegates from the
from Co-operative Young Leaders and two from JFAO. Our grolffA, learning about how their programs work and also about agri-
was also accompanied by our fantastic Growmark chaperone, culture in general. After dinner we were entertained by Lynda Da-
Janice Johnson. vies and John Reep (a.k.a. The Hemi Guy).

When we arrived in Chicago we got a limo to the Chicago The next morning, we had a youth leader breakfast with
Hilton, where we checked into our rooms and had a bite to eat. alMine young farmers and other people involved in the youth activi-
then went down to the Old Navy Pier for a fascinating architectdies. We all introduced ourselves and which agricultural group we
cruise of the city. represented. Next was the annual meeting, where we were able to

The next morning we went to the Chicago Board of Tradec ar ry t he fl ags i n. This was ¢

We saw twom e L | . The flags represented the dif]

different ferent organizations of yound
trading pits: farmers, Growmark flags, an
one was the countries, provinces or
mostly for states. The annual meeting
business was a great experience to se
trading and We would like to
the other thank JFAO for selecting us 1
was mostly go to the Growmark annual
trading agri- S W :_x meeting. We would also like
cultural . Stephanie Neubrand & Julia SF\ithntario; BJ Be_t;ner & © extend our appremaﬂpn .tO
commodi-  Jackie Littlejohn, CYL; Brent Piercey & Lauren Buchanan, JFAGrowmark for their continuing
ties. This support of our rural youth prd
tour was very interesting. vams heeedn Ohtarino and forgprovidang US with sudhaarfaotéstic P i
where they specialize in Chicago deep dish pizza, which was aand unique opportunity.
experience in itself! Lauren Buchanan
In the afternoon, the young farmers from the U.S. and our Oxford JF
group had a rehearsal for the opening ceremonies for the annual Brent Piercey
meeting the next day. We all got to carry flags in and stand on the Peel JF
stage while O Canada and The Staangled Banner were sung. JFAO GROWMARK AGM Delegates

Alumni

It might be hard to believe, but 2009 marks 65 years sinokl again.
the formation of the provincial Wdhidedhe dunia Farnens Arkhiveocammitteeshastfdured a fi .
Far mersd Association of Ont alotiofanfodmation, pictures, and documents, there are many, many

That means that not only are we marking another greatmore items still hidden in those closets and attics. If you or some-
achievement by the members who have sustained JFAO over thae in your family, including your parents or your grandparents,
years, but also another chance to get together, remininsce, andwereeever involved in any JFAO Provincial Events, and you still
a little more Junior Farmer féneven though so many of our can find anything from that eventincluding minutes of Provincial
alumni are just a fAfewod year PBi o&et o dthe Ancbive Commitee would really wel-

But in future years, when people want to find out more come hearing from you. And when you and your family are fin-
about that #Aincredibly awes oishednpeadinggtfoaparsona wsé, Weenwduldloventd have it fBrahe m e
will they be able to find information that will show the achieve- Provincial JFAO Archives.
ments of JF from over the years?? The various records, minutes, If in your search, you find items of interest to your local
reports, etc. that document CliberCoumty JFlhigtoryd @nsisel sharihg these witheame éfa r 1
spread across this province in files, boxes, even suitcases, andyour local historical groups or archives as well.

stored in attics, garages, closets, etc I f youdbre one of our al umni
A small committee of Jun ionce agdinplease contdctrus through alumni@jfaceon.ca toffirml | k

30 and over, who used to be members!) have been dedicatingsotmeor® and we ol | l ook to see you

time and energy to collecting, sorting, and cataloguing records of August 15th at the Orangeville Fairgrounds.

all kinds from the past. When these archive items are ready, they Carm Hamilton

are being stored in the University of Guel ph A ArAumni Cansidteew h ¢

anytime in the future, they can be reviewed and their story can be JFAO Secretanfreasurer 19651976
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Award Winners: Future Rural Leaders
" ‘ ';ﬂ

Agricultural Club of the Year
EssexKent

Outstanding Novice Member
Brent Piercey, Peel

Outstanding Retiring Member
Barclay Nap, Wentworth

Outstanding Member
Graham Johnston, Peel

Exchange Winners
lan Phillips, AustraliaéNew Zealand; Mike Sproxton, Alberta;
Utah McCaw, Germany; Simon Garlough, Switzerland;
Somer Verhoeven, 2007 Exec. Director of CIP; Krista McAvoy, Ireland

Join us for the JFAO 65th Anniversary Reunion
August 15, 2009 at the Orangeville Fairgrounds
Contact the JFAO Office or check the website for more details.
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Finances

Gifts- Alumni Campaign ~ Y
Gifts- JFAO Board/Members I ncome

Gifts- Unsolicited
Gifts- Memorial/Tribute
JF Club Suppor
Foundation/Grants
Service/Other Club Suppor
Corporate Support
Sales Century Farm Sign:
Sales PAC & Misc items
Membership
Late Fees/Fines
Sheriff's Collections |,
Provincial Charity Income
Fundraising Silent Auction
Events- Registrations gt
Events Bar Income |,
Events Ticket Sales
Fundraising Nor-lottery
Competitive Events Profit Shar
Operating Interest Revenue
Display Deposits Forfeitec
InterestIncome
Miscellaneous Revenut

@ 2007 Actual @ 2008 Actual & 2008 Budget

u

0.00  5,000.00 10,000.0015,000.0020,000.0025,000.0030,000.0035,000.0040,000.0045,000.0050,000.0055,000.0C
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Finances

0.0 0 .00 1000000 1500000 )OO 15 000 1L.00000 350000 000000 4500000 5000000 5000 0

*2008 audited financial statements by Curtis Villar are available from the JFAO Office upon request.

Endowment Fund

The purpose of the JFAO Endowment is to establish a firear. This past year JFAO was successful in repaying a loan with
nancial resource base that will provide an annual income to assisterest taken out from the endowment several years ago.
JFAOQ in enhancing the mission statem@&iat,Build Future Rural In the event JFAO ceases operatibe, interest of the en-
Leaders Through SeHelp and Community Bettermenthe En-  dowment will be designated to foster rural leadership training, con-
dowment Fund was established with receipts from March Confetinuing the legacy of the JFAO name.
ence 1994, 50th Anniversary donations, and ongoing donations Kimberly Callaghan
specified for the Endowment Fund. A minimum of 20% of the an- Executive Director of Finance
nual interest income from the endowment must be reinvested each
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JFAON Leadership, Friends, Community
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