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Toronto  
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To build future rural leaders through self -help & community betterment  

JFAO Leadership Camp 2010  

 Leadership Camp 2010: another 
exciting annual JFAO event that took place 
on the weekend of June 11-13th, 2010 and 
is open to all Junior Farmer and Senior 4-H 
members.  This year, Leadership Camp was 
held north of Goderich, located on the 
shores of Lake Huron in western Ontario.  
The beautiful Camp Kintail had shore front 
property, comfortable cabins for us to reside 
in, a large main lodge for dining and activi-
ties, as well as acres of outdoor space for 
team challenges, leadership training, and 
much more!  

 ñYouôve Gotta Kick a Littleò was the 
theme of camp this year, encouraging dele-
gates to kick back and learn some leader-
ship skills, in order to learn how to kick start 
our clubs!   

 Leadership Camp participants trick-
led in Friday evening after travelling from 
across the province.  After everyone arrived 

and (bright orange!) t-shirts were handed 
out, all participants toured the grounds, 
found their cabins, played some ice break-
ing games, and settled down around a bon-
fire to enjoy roasted marshmallows and 
smores.  

 Saturday morning began in the din-
ing hall.  Following breakfast, the day 

(Continued on page 4) 

Leadership Camp ñ Because Youõve 

Gotta Kick a Little!  

 Itôs that time 
of year weôve all been 
waiting for, the time of 
year we all manage to 
make just a little extra 
free timeï itôs dele-
gate season! 

JF has welcomed 
seven international 
delegates to our On-
tario exchange.  This 
yearôs delegates 
come to us from Aus-
tria, England, Ger-
many, Northern Ire-
land, Scotland, Swit-
zerland and Wales. 
Although not all our 
delegates were able to participate in the full 

summer exchange, weôve 
been welcoming the newer 
delegates as they arrive 
and quickly catching them 
up on all that Ontario has to 
offer. Over the last few 
weeks the delegates have 
had the opportunity to travel 
around Zones 4, 7, 5, 1 and 
are currently entering Zone 
2. Our delegates have been 
busy touring óthe bestô of 
each of our zones as well 
as participating at JFAOôs 
Leadership Camp. We sure 
do know how to keep our 
delegates busy and loving 
it!  

            (Continued on page 7)  

BullhornBullhorn   

Thanks to 
the support 

of  

International Delegates Invade Ontario  

Pre -Break Week Delegates:  
From Left to Right:  

 Merle Krebs (Germany), Mary Phillips 

(Wales), Ruth Thomson (Scotland),  

Susanne Egloff (Switzerland),  

Helen Jones (England)  

http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?op=1&view=global&subj=510725175&pid=4691740&id=509866575
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ñPeople seldom improve when they have no other model but 
themselves to copy.ò 

-Oliver Goldsmith 

Our clubs throughout the province take part in many of 
the same community betterment, agricultural awareness, and 
joint youth ventures in order to meet the affiliation requirements 
each year. Whether it is a roadside garbage clean-up, battery 
drive, pizza ingredient education, or fundraising through a food 
booth ï Junior Farmers has become synonymous with many 
activities within our communities.  

Having consistency year to year is a good thing, but I 
would like to encourage our grassroots members to branch out 
from the ordinary and think outside of the box. Consider trying 
something new! Kawartha JF has been taking part in a year 
long bid for fellow JFers to donate their hair to Angel Hair for 
Kids, an Ontario-based organization that makes wigs for cancer 
patients. I am trying to grow my hair out, but have discovered it 
is taking longer than I thought it would. I hope to reach the 10ò 
cut-off by December 31! 

If your club has tried something new this year, donôt be 
afraid to share it with other clubs! Speaking of trying new things, 
I tried something new this year ï I attended my first Leadership 
Camp at Camp Kintail in Huron County. Between swimming in 
my native Lake Huron, rock climbing, kick boxing, and countless 
team building activities, the weekend flew by before we knew it.  

It is important to reach outside of Junior Farmers to 
make connections with other community groups to continue 

spreading the word about JFAO. Many other community groups 
have fundraising activities or volunteer opportunities in which 
they are more than happy to team up with us. At Club Executive 
& Provincial Director training, we learned from 1991 President 
Paul Nairn that in order to survive, we need to ñget our ask on.ò 
This advice was intended for member recruitment and retention, 
however, I think it couldnôt be more perfect advice for seeking 
out new opportunities within the community. It is important to 
keep asking to be involved, and in doing so, continue to face our 
fears. 

 Quickly approaching is the Annual JFAO Charity Golf 

Tournament which is being held at Guelph Lakes Golf & Coun-

try Club on Friday August 13. This tournament isnôt only for avid 

golfers; amateurs are encouraged to come out and support 

JFAO! My first golfing experience was at the first JFAO Charity 

Golf Tournament and I recommend it 

to everyone. Afterwards we will be 

highlighting our exchange program at 

the Ambassadorsô Banquet at the 

Rockmosa Community Centre. If you 

have not already registered for either 

of these events, thereôs still time! 

Registration forms can be found on 

our website or just call the office. I 

hope to see you all there! 

Shannon Kelly ~ JFAO President 
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Presidentôs Message                                                                     
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JFAO 2010-2011 Provincial Executive  
The JFAO Provincial Executive elections took place during our 
AGM at March Conference in Belleville on March 26-28. These 
elections were among the most popular ones from the past cou-
ple of years, with many positions, if not all, having multiple peo-
ple nominated and standing. Thanks to many hard questions 
asked by the grassroots members and with the help of many 
eligible and eager voters, JFAO 2010-2011 ballots were cast, 
counted, and declared.  
 
The 2010-2011 Provincial Executive includes President Shannon 
Kelly; Past President, James McMillan; Exec. Dir of Finance, 
Emilie Akkermans; Exec. Dir. Of Marketing, Gill Richardson; 
Exec. Dir. of Community & International Programs, Angie Giles; 
Exec. Dir. Of Membership, Justin Williams; and Exec. Director of 
Fund Development, Kyle Keating. 
 
Shannon Kelly steps into the role of President after a super fan-
tastic year as Director of Finance. Shannon grew up in a small 
farming community in Bruce County and joined Ripley JF when 
they restarted in 2004. Shannon has a BSc in Life Sciences from 
McMaster University and is continuing her education at the Ca-
nadian Memorial Chiropractic College in Toronto. Shannon 
hopes to one day be a Doctor of Chiropractic in a rural commu-
nity. Shannon has participated in many of JFôs opportunities in-
cluding in an exchange to Wales in 2006 and a Habitat for Hu-
manity trip to El Salvador in 2008. 
 
James McMillan led JF in an exciting year as President and now 
in his final year as a JF member, looks forward to working in the 
position of Past President. James grew up on a small dairy and 
cash crop farm near Nanticoke and joined Haldimand  JF in 
1999. Since then James has been a member of Middlesex and 
Wentworth.  James has a MA in Journalism from the University 
of Western Ontario and is employed as a daytime television 
news producer in Hamilton.  Last year was a big year for James, 
with being JFAO President as well as marrying the love of his 
life, Reese. 
 
Also back for another year, Angie Giles continues her role as 
Director of CIP.  Although raised in the country, Angie did not 
grow up on a farm, but gained an appreciation for agriculture 
from family and friends. Angie joined Lanark JF  4 years ago and 
is still a very active member in her home club. Angie received a 
diploma in Early Childhood Education from Loyalist College and 
now works with children at the Almonte Daycare Centre.  
 
Justin Williams is taking on the role of Director of Membership. 
Justin is an 8th generation dairy farmer working on his family 
farm.  Justin was instrumental in restarting the Prince Edward 
club and has held many positions within his club.  Justin com-
pleted his agricultural diploma at the University of Guelph. 
 
After many years on her countyôs executive and after a short 
term as Director of Membership, Gill Richardson is back as Di-
rector of Marketing. Gill has been an active JF member since 
joining in 2000, starting off with the Middlesex club and now with 
Oxford JF. Gill obtained her diploma in Coaching and Sports De-
velopment from Humber College and is currently the Head 
Coach of the Avon Thames Tsunami Aquatic Club. Gill was 
awarded the United Kingdom Exchange in 2006. 

 
Kyle Keating is excited to take on the role of Director of Fund 
Development after a year of being Provincial Director for Peter-
borough County.  Kyle joined Junior Farmers in 1999 and helped 
bring the Peterborough club back into business where he is cur-
rently president.  Kyle grew up on a cow calf beef operation with 
his parents and continues to help out when he isnôt working his 
job as a truck driver at the local TimBR Mart.  
 
Emilie Akkermans joined JF at the University of Guelph. Once a 
member, Emilie took on the club roles of treasurer and president 
and is now the provincial Director of Finance. Emilie grew up in 
Prescott Russell county where her parents own a dairy farm.  
Emilie loves the opportunities JF has brought her way. 
 
With a strong mix of new and returning Provincial Executive, this 
yearôs Executive is hoping to help lead JF and its grassroots 
members strongly into the future.  The Provincial Executive is 
always looking for new ways to help out our grassroots members 
and county clubs with their many adventures and challenges.  
 
Feel free to contact the executive via info@jfao.on.ca or their 
individual emails found on the website. 
 

2010-2011 Provincial Executive  

From Left to Right:  

Justin Williams (Exec. Dir. of Membership), James McMillan 

(Past President), Angie Giles (Exec. Dir. of Community & Interna-

tional Programs), Gill Richardson (Exec. Dir. of Marketing), 

Shannon Kelly (Provincial President),  

Emilie Akkermans (Exec. Dir. of Finance)  

Kyle Keating (Exec. Dir. of Fund Development)  

Stag & Doe  

for Farmer Jon Bouwmeester & Becky Gaasenbeek  

Saturday September 4, 2010  

Rockton Fairgrounds  


