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Upcoming Dates:

Executive Contacts
Past President -Carson Wagner - pastpresident@jfao.on.ca; carson@jfao.on.ca
President - Jordyn Domio - president@jfao.on.ca; jordyn@jfao.on.ca
Finance - Hansford Mahon - Hansford@jfao.on.ca
Programming - Keely Henderson - keely@jfao.on.ca
Communications - Christena Jenkins-Giffen - christena@jfao.on.ca
Community and International Programming - Sarah Danen - sarah@jfao.on.ca
East Zone Director - Brady Wytenburg - brady@jfao.on.ca
West Zone Director - Brandon McLeod - brandon@jfao.on.ca
Central Zone Director - Cecelia Darling - cecelia@jfao.on.ca
OFA Rep - Mark Ruiter mark@jfao.on.ca
4-H Rep - Natalie Vanderwal natalie@jfao.on.ca
Social Media - Kelsey Brekelmans - kelsey@jfao.on.ca

March Conference March 27-28th

This past year has been awesome. I’ve really enjoyed
being president, and I can’t thank the executive board
enough for all the hard work they put it. We've managed
to accomplish a lot together, and it has been great
working with everyone. I look forward to moving into
my new role as past present, and I can’t wait to see what
the board can accomplish this coming year. I’m excited
to see some new faces on the board, and I want to
thank all those who will be retiring for all their hard
work and dedication.

In Junior Farmer spirit,

Winter Games Attendees
Jordyn Domio

Your 82nd JFAO President
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JFAO in the Media
A new era on the farm: Women lead, mentor and shape the next generation - Ontario Federation of Agriculture

JFAO in the Media
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https://ofa.on.ca/newsroom/a-new-era-on-the-farm-women-lead-mentor-and-shape-the-next-generation/
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Save on everyday purchases and so much more!
JFAO has partnered with

Perkopolis so you can save more on
everything from clothes and groceries to

events and travel. This perks program is no-cost
for you to start enjoying members-only

offers today.

Register for your Perkopolis
account and find over
5,000 exclusive offers.
Go to perkopolis.com

Enter your email address
Look for an email from us with a link

to complete your registration.

Input your member ID code where
requested.

Your member ID code is:
JFAO+Member ID #

i.e. JFAO123456
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Carson’s Roast and Toast

Carson on his "throne" with his crown, which he specifically
requested for his Roast and Toast in January! It was a good time
with lots of roasts, lots of toasts, and of course a little skit from

our club! Congrats to Carson for his time as JFAO President!
- Oxford JF

Carson’s Roast and Toast
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Wentworth-Niagara
Club Reports

WN had a great time at Winter
Games. Peterborough and

Durham did an amazing job
hosting, and it was nice to see so

many new members out.

Club Reports
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Club Reports

Middlesex
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We had an amazing night celebrating two of our members at their Buck & Doe!
Hannah and Campbell had incredible support from this past and current JF crew.

Congratulations to you both!

We had a wonderful time
this past weekend at Fort

Rose for our Junior Farmer
brunch. It was a great meal

We are overjoyed to have 3 members getting
married in 2026!! Check out the Announcement

section at the end of this issue!

Club Reports
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Club Reports

Middlesex
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Club Reports
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Club Reports

Durham Region
March 2026 Durham Region Junior Farmers have had a busy and exciting few

months filled with socials, events, and planning for the year ahead. On
December 17th, members gathered in Oshawa for a bowling social. It was a great

opportunity to connect and welcome several new members to the club. After a
few friendly games, the group headed out for dinner together, making for a fun

and relaxed evening. Over the winter, a lot of time and effort went into planning
the 2026 Winter Games, which Durham Region Junior Farmers co-hosted with
Peterborough County Junior Farmers on February 21st. The event was a huge

success, welcoming over 50 members from across the province for a full day of
activities. Everyone had a great time participating in the games, and the evening
dance was a highlight of the event, bringing even more people out to celebrate

and socialize. Durham Region Junior Farmers also held their Annual General
Meeting on February 28th, where a new executive team was elected for the
upcoming year. The 2026 executive includes President Cameron Barkey, Vice

President Tim Rudkin, Secretary Wendy Rudkin, and Treasurer Cody Armstrong.
Social Conveners are Emma Cummings and Dawson Ball, with Emma Cummings

serving as Provincial Director and Daniel Rheeder as Assistant Provincial
Director. Hayley Ashton will represent the club as the DRFA and 4-H

Representative. Social Media Representatives for the year are Emma Cummings,
Wendy Rudkin, and Payton Stephen. The evening wrapped up with a social

where members spent time catching up and looking ahead to the year to come.
The club is now looking forward to attending the March Conference in Kingston

and continuing the momentum into another great year with Junior Farmers.

Club Reports
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JFAO in the MediaJFAO in the Media
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https://www.granthaven.com/_files/ugd/a53e8e_ccac205a6cbf49acbc262b814d475c7c.pdf
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JFAO in the Media

a53e8e_700f1ab14508422ba2353259938a939e.pdf

JFAO in the Media
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Elgin
Club Reports

Elgin Junior farmers had a lot of fun at winter games
and are looking forward to March conference. We

also helped the Elgin Federation of Agriculture put on
a showing of the movie about the farmerettes: We

Lend a Hand which raised $1000 for Elgin 4H.

Club Reports
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Grey County

Club Reports

Grand In Your Hand is back again!
We raised $1,000 for local agriculture societies!

Club Reports
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Club Reports

North Simcoe

Our annual curling
tournament went

well, donating back
to the elmvale curling
club, for them to get

new updated rock
handles

Club Reports
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Club Reports

North Simcoe

March 13 made our way
down to Rocklyn, for the
Grey County Jr Farmers

hockey tournament.
Grey put on a good fun

weekend, both our
teams had lots of laughs.

With our team1 wining
the tournament.

Donating the prize
money back to Grey

county for all they do

Club Reports
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Club Reports

Stormont-Glengarry
Here are some pictures of our great weekend at the winter games!

Stay tuned for our our post planting party on June 5th

Club Reports
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Club Reports

Essex-Kent

The Essex-Kent Junior Farmers are off to a strong start this winter and
we are looking forward to some exciting upcoming events. Members
had a great time at Winter Games, which is always a great chance to
have fun, build teamwork, and connect with other clubs from across

the province.

Recently, our members were proud to raise a sizeable donation of
canned goods and non-perishable food items to be donated to the

Salvation Army and Outreach for Hunger, helping support local
families in our community.

As we move into this next chapter, we would like to recognize and
thank our retiring members, Ryan Handsor and Tom Oriet, whose

involvement and dedication will be greatly missed. We also want to
extend congratulations to Derrick LeClair and Lynnai Bruggeman on
their recent engagement, our club sends best wishes to them as they

begin this exciting new chapter together.

Club Reports
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Club Reports

Essex-Kent

What a fantastic night on the ice with Essex-Kent Junior Farmers!
Thank you to everyone who came out to our Curling Social. It was

great to see such a strong turnout and some familiar, plus new faces.
From the friendly competition and first-time curlers giving it a shot,

to the laughs between ends and the social time off the ice, the
evening was a great reminder of what Junior Farmers is all about:

community, connection, and having fun together.
A big thank you as well to everyone who helped organize, sweep,

throw, cheer, and stick around after. Events like this happen because
of the energy and involvement of our members.
We’re already looking forward to the next one!

Club Reports
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Club Reports

Essex-Kent

The Essex-Kent Junior Farmers have been keeping busy as we transition
into another busy time in rural life, with members balancing club

involvement and the start of a demanding season. It’s an exciting time
of year as we shift gears and look ahead to the months to come.

We are looking forward to having a booth at the Ridgetown Spring Expo
on March 27th. This will be a great opportunity to connect with the
community and meet potential future Junior Farmer members at

Ridgetown College.

Our club is also working on planning a Post Planting Social for June. It
will be a great chance for members to unwind after a busy season and

spend time together outside of regular meetings.

This year, we’ve also been fortunate to welcome a number of new,
younger members to the club, and we’re looking forward to their

contributions and involvement moving forward.

Club Reports
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Club Reports

Wellington

As for events a few of our members attended Carson's Roast & Toast, which
was a great night out celebrating our Past-President. Wellington submitted a

4-person team to Winter Games, and had an amazing time competing in all the
fun events put on by Durham & Peterborough Junior Farmers. At the end of
March a few of our members & alumni will be volunteering at Pizza Perfect

hosted by the Grand River Agricultural Society.

Our members are also looking forward to attending March Conference, where
two of our members will be graduating out of the Junior Farmer Program!

Wellington Junior Farmers have had a
slow past few months. In January our

club unfortunately passed a motion that
we will not be continuing as a club due to

lack of membership. That motion will
take effect following March Conference,
so if anyone knows of anyone looking to

join Wellington Junior Farmers please
contact us!!

Club Reports
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The later half of the year included many fun activities in Carleton
County/East Zone! From community events like the Russell JF alumni dance,

the Lanark JF alumni dance, East Zone bowling Christmas party, and the
Metcalfe Santa parade!

We’re grateful for all the memories made and looking forward to what’s
ahead. We also can’t wait to see all the great things our newly elected

Carleton Exec members get up to!
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Club Reports

Carleton

Club Reports
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110th Anniversary Banquet
On March 13, 2026, Carleton County Junior Farmers hosted their 110th

Anniversary Banquet. It was a great night filled with a lot of laughs,
catching up, and stories shared! It was a wonderful opportunity to

recognize the present by celebrating with those who were members
before us. There was Carleton alumni, JF alumni, current Carleton
members, and supporters all included in the great turnout. We are
grateful for members who came before us as we wouldn’t be a club

without them and their continued support! Also a big thank you to our
local Sponsors who made this event possible.

Upcoming event in Carleton County – April 8!
We will be hosting our annual euchre tournament at the Osgoode

Legion on April 8.
$10 buy in, doors open at 5:30pm, games start around 6pm.

More info to come on the Carleton JF Facebook page – there might even
be something for those who don’t feel like they are ready to entre the

euchre tournament yet.
We hope to see you there!
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Club Reports

Carleton

Club Reports

Club Reports
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Lanark County Junior Farmers has had a busy first year!
Starting up the club has brought many amazing learning opportunities and

experiences through meetings, socials, and community events.

Lanark held a lake day social at Silver Lake Provincial Park, where members
played games, enjoyed a BBQ, and spent the afternoon swimming.

At the Perth Fair, Lanark spent the day in the milk booth selling local ice
cream, cheese curds, and the best chocolate milk around!

Lanark also managed the AgScape booth at the Middleville Fair, sharing
knowledge about farming and agriculture with the community.

In October, Lanark and Renfrew Junior Farmers teamed up to host a Learn to
Line & Square Dance Night in Horton. With a great turnout, we had lots of

squares to rotate partners and ended the night learning some fun line dances
from Lanark.

The Perth Santa Claus Parade was the next big event for Lanark County Junior
Farmers. After many strands of Christmas lights, hay bales, and jingle bells, a

fantastic float came together that was a huge hit in the parade!
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Lanark

JF Bullhorn - Page 23



The Lanark County Junior Farmers hosted their first-ever Alumni Dance on
December 20th at the Lombardy Agricultural Society, and it was a huge

success. The evening featured live music by the Glen Silverson Band, along
with square dancing called by Glen Syme, making for an energetic and

entertaining night.
Guests enjoyed a silent auction made possible by the generous support of

many local businesses and individuals who share an interest in supporting the
club. A late lunch, prepared and served by dedicated members and volunteers,

was also provided, and door prizes were awarded throughout the evening.
Proceeds from the event will be donated to Lanark County food banks. Thank
you to everyone who attended and supported the night—we look forward to

seeing everyone at future events and the 2026 Alumni Dance!
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Lanark
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Lanark

From outdoor skating at the rink to racing
down snowy hills, this winter was filled with
fresh air, lots of laughs, and great company.
There’s nothing better than getting outside,
embracing the cold, and making memories

together.
Thank you to everyone who came out and
made it such a fun season — we’re already

looking forward to what’s next.
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Want to know more details
about the International
Exchange experiences?

Check out the JFAO Blog!

Blog – Junior Farmers' Association of Ontario (jfao.on.ca)
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You’ll See all 2025 Delegates
Blog posts are live!

lslsl
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https://www.jfao.on.ca/blog-2/


In January we had our annual general meeting and we were able to fill all
positions. Our executives for 2026 past president, secretary, and
provincial director Kirsten McIntosh, president Sean Whyte, vice

president, and fundraising coordinator Amanda Bos, treasurer, and 4-H
rep Lauren Shiell, assistant provincial director Cassie Bos, social media

Amber Siertsema, Social coordinator Cameron Hoekstra. Retiring
member Will Ringgenberg who will be welcome back for any meetings or

socials he would like to attend. Always a team player attending meetings,
events and volunteering where help was needed.

Huron Perth had a team excited to compete in winter games with a great
theme the Olympics. Our favourite session was the biathlon racing down

on the GT racers. We worked together as a team and everyone had a
game they excelled in. Later at the dance we were thrilled to win gold.

Durham and Peterborough hosted a fantastic event with a great variety
of games.

We have started our preparations for the Canadian Dairy Expo selling
apple fritters and parking passes. CDX is April 1st and 2nd in Stratford if

you would like to stop by and say hi
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Huron Perth
Club Reports

Kirsten, Roy, Will, Sean Will, Kirsten, Roy, Sea

Club Reports
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University Of Guelph
Club Reports

Line Dancing Recap! It was a fun night of learning some more
advanced line dances. We can’t wait to see you out there on the

dance floor showing us what you learned!

Club Reports
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University Of Guelph
Club ReportsClub Reports
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Oxford JF participated in Sing Swing this past fall hosted by Huron-Perth JF in
Dungannon ON. It was a fun day, filled with line-dancing, square-dancing, a

spelling bee, impromptu speeches, singing, as well as a handiwork and baking
section. Oxford got 1st place overall!! Shout out to Huron-Perth for putting on

such a great event!!

Oxford

Club Reports
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In December, Oxford shared some Christmas spirit
in the Embro and Innerkip Christmas parades. A few

of our members participated in a Christmas Farm
and Food Care event in Stratford. We also had our

Christmas party, which was nice lowkey gathering in
the De Bruyn’s shop. We ended off the year with our

December meeting and AGM, electing our new
executive for 2026. Congratulations to our new

executive: President- Giel Vanharen, Vice-President-
Scott Hanlon, PD- Amy Danen, Asst. PD- Jacob

Bergsma, Secretary- Ilse Kloosterman, Treasurer-
Sarah Danen, Fundraising- Emma Pullen, Media &

Newsletter- Nicole Danen & Kelly De Bruyn, Ag
Contact- Jay Shezi & Landyn Bowen, Social

Coordinators- Natasha Bolender & Meggan Kittmer,
and OCFA Rep- Landyn Bowen.

January has been a quieter month, but we are
gearing up for another great year. We are looking

forward to the provincial events and socials to
come!

Club Reports
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February has been a busy month for Oxford JF! It started off with
our annual banquet at the Embro Legion. It was a nice evening,

with good food and great people. We handed out the Rose awards:
Most Enthusiastic new member: Landyn Bowen, Outstanding

member: Natasha Bolender, Outstanding retiring member: Luke
Ward. The Lifetime Achievement Award was awarded to Jane

Danen. We also inducted our 2026 Executive. Thank you to the
members that organized the event, it was a success!

Oxford

Club Reports
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Club Reports
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Oxford attended Winter Games in Port Perry, that was
put on by the Peterborough and Durham Junior

Farmers. The theme of the day was the Olympics,
Oxford had two teams compete in the day events,

which included a variety of sports including
basketball, handball, cornhole, spikeball, and of

course dodgeball. There was a great turnout, which
made for some fun competitions throughout the day.
Congrats to Huron-Perth JF for taking home the gold

medal! The dance that evening was in Blackstock
which was as always, a great time! Shoutout to

Peterborough and Durham for putting on such a great
event!!

To end of the month, a few of our members attended
the Coldest Night of the Year Walk in Woodstock. This

is a national charity that raises money to end
homelessness in communities. Specifically in

Woodstock, the money raised was going towards
Operation Sharing, a shelter in Woodstock. Thanks to

Natasha, Sam, Kelly, and Sophie for representing
Oxford JF.

We are now gearing up for March Conference, see you
all there!!

Oxford

Club Reports
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Club Reports
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Club Reports

Renfrew
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Think you’re too old for an Easter egg hunt? Think again!
Join us Friday, April 3, @6:30pm at the Beachburg Fair Grounds (14

Caroline St, Beachburg, ON) for a FREE Easter egg hunt for ages 15+!
We’ve got even more chocolate this year so don’t miss out on the fun!

Club Reports
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Club Reports

Peterborough

JF Bullhorn - Page 34

Peterborough County would like to thank all the competitors at this
year's Olympic Winter Games. Each team brought their best,

supporting each other, while competing for the gold. Among great
competition, congratulations to Huron Perth who took the gold with

an impressive winning streak throughout the day. The attendance was
incredible, with 14 teams competing. It was such a success and we

were so happy to have co-hosted this awesome event!

Club Reports
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Complete your
volunteer hours
with 4-H Ontario

How to become a volunteer

Scan to become a volunteer

Facilitator

Club Leader

Association ExecutiveNew4-H volunteer candidates complete the
following process to become a volunteer:

Submit application form, along with
three references

OuInrte Srveiewrv wiicthe screening committee

Submit vulnerable sector check
Complete new volunteer orientation
Complete child protection training

Weknow JFAO members are heavily
involved in their communities and part of
their membership includes volunteering. As a
like-minded organization, 4-H Ontario offers
a number of volunteer opportunities for JFAO
members to make a difference in the
agricultural community.

You can volunteer as a:

Each association relies on volunteers to manage
operations of the association through a board of
directors and other support roles such as
membership coordinator, awards coordinator or
webmaster.

Provincial 4-H programs such as Youth Adventure
Camp or the Impact Conference cannot run without
help from program facilitators who assist in leading
programming. Facilitators support the entirety of
the program that can range from a six hour
commitment (Discovery Days) to a five night, six
day commitment (Provincial 4-H Leadership Camp).

Club leaders lead 4-H projects alongside other
volunteers. They are responsible for leading youth
through a minimum of 12 hours of club meeting
time, attending the project achievement and the
association’s awards banquet.

www.4-hontario.ca | 1-877-410-6748

4-H4-H

OO



UK 75 – Cheers to 50 Years Reunion
Six Junior Farmers and one Ag Rep landed back in Canada after six

wonderful weeks in the United Kingdom and Ireland. We represented
our County, Ontario Junior Farmers and were asked about all parts of

Canada. Trip of a lifetime.

Henry (& Isobel) Stanley, Halton Ag Rep (passed away May 2011)
Donna McKay, Perth County, now Kitchener

Bert (& Bev) Thom, Lanark County
Bonnie (Millen) (& Lloyd) West, Peterborough County, now Simcoe

County
Jim (& Marie) Hammell, Bruce County

Carol Pelton, Oxford County (passed away Spring 2019)
Jim (& Jodi) Phelan, Huron County
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Announcements

Submitted by Donna McKay

Announcements
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Announcements
Six week earlier we had landed in Edinburgh, Scotland. Tried to kick the
jet lag, did some site-seeing and were hosted by nearby Young Farmer –

where they blamed the Canadians for the snow. Next day we headed out
to our first home. We all went in different directions. Met back in

Edinburgh and attended the Royal Highland Show where we met Princess
Anne. and for Bert & I, it was off to Ireland for a week. Others were off to
England. After staying with 4 families, learning about Young Farmers in

their area and helping out when asked we were back together in London.
Over the 50 years we’ve gathered several times– catching up with family

happens, reminiscing, testing memories and lots of great talks and laughs
around the dinner table. We’re already planning a reunion in 2026.

Announcements
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Announcements

Rob MacGinnis and Katelyn O’Neil got engaged September 5, 2025.
The wedding is May 2, 2026.

Engagements
Congratulations to all of the newly engaged JF members!!

Announcements
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Announcements

Engagements

Campbell Talbot and Hannah Arnold are getting married! Campbell proposed
on Nov 1st in the barn! They were just finishing up chores when he popped

the question. She was so surprised, she hugged him for about 5 minutes
before even answering haha. They can’t wait to spend forever together

Announcements

JF Bullhorn - Page 39



JF Bullhorn - Page 40

Announcements

Engagements

Charlie Crump and Cassandra Gorrill got engaged October 26.
The wedding will be August 8

Most importantly buck and doe is June 13th!

Announcements
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Announcements

Engagements

Essex-Kent JF wants to extend congratulations to Derrick
LeClair and Lynnai Bruggeman on their recent engagement,

our club sends best wishes to them as they begin this
exciting new chapter together.

Announcements
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Announcements

Engagements

Oxford would like to announce the engagement of
their member Julie De Bruyn to Devin Gras

Announcements
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Century Farm Signs

Is your farm eligible? See for
yourself! Head on over to
https://www.jfao.on.ca/resources/
century-farm-sign
Signs are now available in French!

Contact Sarah Danen, Director of
Community and International
Programs, for more information at
sarah@jfao.on.ca

The Junior Farmers’ Association of Ontario (JFAO)
is pleased to offer gate signs. Gate signs can be
proudly displayed at the end of your driveway or
as part of your farm gate display. There are two
sign options including, “Alumni Lives Here” and
“Member Lives Here”. Due to the popularity of the
gate signs, JFAO has extended the availability
through an online store (click here). This is your
chance to show your support and pride of JFAO!

Once you have your sign installed, share a
photo with us on social media using the
#ProudJFer hashtag.. Select photos may be
chosen to be featured on the JFAO website
or marketing materials

Gate Signs
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Century Farm Signs

Gate Signs

Once you have your sign installed, share a
photo with us on social media using the
#ProudJFer hashtag.. Select photos may be
chosen to be featured on the JFAO website
or marketing materials
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2024 Gold Sponsor

2024 Bronze Sponsors

SponsorsSponsors

2024 Gold Sponsor

2024 Bronze Sponsors
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2024 Friends of JFAO Sponsor

SponsorsSponsors

2024 Friends of JFAO Sponsor

JF Bullhorn - Page 45



The JF Bullhorn is published quarterly by the
Junior Farmers’ Association of Ontario

“To build rural leaders through personal growth, travel, experiences,
and community betterment”

Charitable # 108085 606 RR0001
E-mail: christena@jfao.on.ca

P.O. Box 25115
17-370 Stone Road West

Guelph, Ontario, N1G 4T4

T: 226-820-6137 E-mail: info@jfao.on.ca Web Site: www.jfao.on.ca
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